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ment with such contractor.

Printed in USA. Price $.75. Available from the

Office of Technical Services
U. S. Department of Commerce
Washington 25, D. C.



LAMS-2360

PHYSICS AND MATHEMATICS
TID-4500, 15th Ed.

LOS ALAMOS SCIENTIFIC LABORATORY
OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA  LOS ALAMOS  NEW MEXICO
REPORT WRITTEN: September, 1959

REPORT DISTRIBUTED: February 17, 1960

COORDINATE TRANSFORMATIONS
IN INTRANUCLEAR CASCADE STUDIES

Work done by:

Report written by:
R. L. Bivins N. Metropolis
N. Metropolis A. L. Turkevich
A. L. Turkevich .

Contract W-T405-ENG. 36 with the U. S. Atomic Energy Commission

All LAMS reports are informal documents, usually prepared for a special pur-
pose and primarily prepared for use within the Laboratory rather than for
general distribution. This report has not been edited, reviewed, or verifled
for acouracy. All LAMS reports express the views of the authors as of the
time they were written and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the Los
Alamos Scientific Laboratory or the final opinion of the authors on the subject.



ABOUT THIS REPORT
This official electronic version was created by scanning
the best available paper or microfiche copy of the 
original report at a 300 dpi resolution.  Original 
color illustrations appear as black and white images.

For additional information or comments, contact: 
Library Without Walls Project 
Los Alamos National Laboratory Research Library
Los Alamos, NM 87544 
Phone: (505)667-4448 
E-mail: lwwp@lanl.gov






ABSTRACT

The spatial and Lorentz transformetions employed in the treat-
ment of the collision of two relativistic particles are presented.
The form chosen is particularly suitable to numerical calculation

and has been used in the intranuclear cascade studies made on

Maniac I and II.






INTRODUCTION

We consider the transformations involved in a collision
between two relativistic particles, labeled 1 and 2, giving rise
to two or more particles 3,&,5,... Such transformations are of
interest in high energy nuclear phenomena and have been used in
recent calculations on intranuclear cascades.(l)

Two types of collisions are distinguished (neglecting
polarization effects):

(1) elastic collisions; the incoming pair of particles

identical with the two outgoing particles.

(ii) inelastic collisions; either the incoming and the
outgoing pair are different, or there are more than
two emerging particles, i.e., particle production
has occurred in the collision.

The incoming particles 1 and 2 are moving in arbitrary

directions with respect to the laborgtory system of coordinates

XYZ, whose origin is conveniently taken at the point of collision.

1. Monte Carlo Calculations on Intranuclear Cascades. Phys.
Rev. 110. 185 (1958).



Let nl’ HQ be the relativistic momenta in XYZ of the two

incoming particles with rest masses my, m,

7., 72. n, (i = 1,2) is the momentum in units of m_c; Yi is the

i
relativistic energy in units of mice, where c¢ is the velocity of

light. The configuration is shown in Fig. 1.
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X

Fig. 1. Momentum vectors of two colliding particles in
the laboratory frame of reference XYZ.

The over-all objective is to find the Lorentz transformation,

which operates on the two h-vectors(e) (nl’ Yl) and (M, 7&), and

2. For definiteness, we regard all vectors as column vectors,
e.g., (!I_l; ‘rl) = nlx
n
n Y
lz
71

m, and relativistic energies




yields transformed vectors (glc’ vlc)’ (géc’ ch) in the center-
of-mass system of the two particles. The result of the collision
is to produce a new set of lt-vectors (njc’ 150) with j = 3,4,5,...;
the particular set depends on the nature of the collision. The new
vectors are then referred to the laboratory system XYZ by means of
a Lorentz transformation, which is the inverse of the original one.

Alternatively, one may first perform a series of rotations of
the original laboratory system XYZ in such a fashion as to simplify
the Lorentz transformation. As before, after the collision the
inverse Lorentz transformation (also much simpler) is applied; this
is followed by the series of inverse rotations that finally describe
the new vectors in XYZ, We choose to follow this alternative

proposal.

PRELIMINARY ROTATIONS

Referring to Fig. 1, one may describe the first objective as
the rotation of XYZ such that

(1) the new X-axis is along nﬂf

(i1) the new Z-axis lies in the plane of 1, 1.
Indeed it is convenient to regard this first rotation as composed
of two steps thet accomplish (1) and (ii) in succession. In the
nuclear cascade studies, it turns out that the azimuthal orienta-
tion of M . sbout the ﬂi-axis has a uniform distribution and leads

_2
to a (computationally) simple rotation matrix for step (ii).



Let o be the direction cosines of Tl_l with respect

117 %127 %13
to the X-, Y-, Z-axes,respectively. There is a wide variety of
rotations possible to accomplish step (i). A relatively simple one
is the following: consider 11 being oriented at some longitude and
latitude angles with respect to the X-axis regarded as (Oo, Oo).

A rotation about the polar axis corresponding to the longitudinal
angle of 11, followed by a rotation about a horizontal axis through
the latitudinal angle, effects step (i). Written explicitly, the

matrix is
o oo o3

“%0 ¥y 0 (1)

= \/ - 2 VAl 2
R = 1 0113 1 Otl3
Y s o -l ol

11713 1213 \/ 1-a 2

- 2 - 2 13
V1 o, Vo1 a,,
If M, represents the magnitude of . ,» then
M My 0%y n,
1, o
RN, =R Myl ==r 1%12) —> 1| o (2)
My, My %3 0

as expected.
Step (ii) is a simple rotation about ll’ the direction of the
new X-axis, through an angle called ¢ , such that the Z-axis now

lies in the ple.ne(3) of 11’ -12 In the intranuclear cascade

3. For ease in keeping track of signs, the choice of the two
possible values of ¢ 1s such that the Z component (in the new
system) of 12 is non-negative. The range of ¢ is thus O-—2 T,



studies, @ is a random variable uniformly distributed in the in-
terval 0—2m. (In general, ifT_IQ is some prescribed vector, then
¢ would be calculated from the direction cosines of ‘[I_l, ﬂe.)

Hence the appropriate rotation matrix is

1 0 0
®=| o cos ¢ sin ¢ (3)
0 -sin¢p cos¢

If XlY]_Zl denote the new coordinate system, the orientation

of ‘[I_l and ne is as shown in Fig. 2. If p is the cosine of the

Z

Fig. 2. The rotated frame of reference, showing the X1 Zl
plane, which contains both ‘[l_l and. ﬂe



enclosed angle between T_]_l, N,, then the components in X Y.Z. may

1117
be written
' nopu |
n = o 1, = 0 (&)
0 n2V1-u2

Since the transformations are pure rotations, ‘Yl, 72 remain un-
gltered. It is thus seen that the components of the incoming
momenta have a relatively simple form in the new coordinate system;
they represent the starting point in the nuclear cascade calculation,
i.e., the transformations R followed by @ need not be performed
explicitly. However, after the collision, the vectors (resulting
from the collision) are eventually subjected to @1 and R in
that sequence tc express them in the laboratory system XYZ.

Thus far we have arranged the rotation of XYZ so that the
incoming motion of the colliding particles is contained in the new
XlZl plene. However, we are not quite ready for the Lorentz sys-
tem. One more rotation is desired and this stems from the fact
that the center-of-mass motion is not along the Xl-a.xis. The
simplest Lorentz transformation follows whenever that circumstance
does obtain. As we shall see momentarily the desired rotation (of
Fig. 2) is that of the x'lzl plene sbout the Y,-axis by an angle

called W, where

B,

cos W = —B-E_— (5)

10




where £c is the velocity of the center-of-mass in units of ¢, and

is given by
B L T2 £
a well-known result from the theory of relativity.
Before developing Eq. (5) further, we first define a few
auxiliary quantities:
I = ml)'l + m272
A =9 7,-M, M4
2 172
1 (7)
N2 = ml2 + m22 + 2mlm2A

E = mlll + mE L
Using the relation 712 =1+ 'rli2 (i = 1,2), it can be shown that
=8 =I? -3 (8)

I' is the total energy of the two-body system in the leboratory

[l

frame XYZ. A physical interpretation for A is that it repre-
sents the total energy of particle 1 in the rest frame of particle
2. N is the total energy in the center-of-mass system, and H is
the total momentum in XYZ.
Equation 5 can be written as
mh, +onH

cosWw = T (9)

and the rotation &about Yl-a.xis by the angle W puts the X-axis along

the direction of the center-of-mass —ﬂc . Explicitly,



cosS W 0] sin W

0
Il

0 1 0 (10)
-sinw 0 cosWw
LORENTZ TRANSFORMATION

The transformation to the center-of-mass system XcYch in-

volves a Lorentz transformation L, i.e., symbolically,

lelzl' XY 2,
_ _ -
n, MNixe
0 0
L ——
0 n lzc
|71 1 71c
and (11)
—~ T F =
n 2# n 2xe
0 0
LQ o J—
'ﬂ2 ala nezc
BRE | RN

As is well known the momenta of particles 1 and 2 are equal in
magnitude but opposite in direction, 1i.e., “‘11'-1c = -m;ﬂ oc”
Figure 3 is a typical example of the state of affairs before the

collision, in the center-of-mass frame; 0 is the angle between

llc and -—ﬂ-c’ (the latter lies along the X-axis in the center-of-



Mo Moc
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Fig. 3. Center-of-mass system. The X-axis is along
the velocity vector of the center-of-mass fr—g
m M. TI iz equal in magnitude but opposite in
dlrec%lon to m,, ‘n . § is the angle subtended by

L

mass frame). Again from the theory of relativity, one can show

that

(12)

=
[
=l

with I', H, N as defined in Equation 7.

13




In view of subsequent rotations that may occur in the collision
process itself, it is convenient to express the momentum components
on the right in Equation 11 in terms of the magnitude of the momentum
and the angle 8. For example, in terms of these quantities M

lxc

in Equation 11 is given by 7 nlc cos § . Furthermore, we can

lxc ~
express these quantities, as well as the total energies, in terms of
A, N, H (cf. Equation 7). After some algebraic manipulation, we

may write for the magnitude of the momenta in the center-of-mass

frame:
m_ VA2.1 leAe-l
N, =2 n,, = (13)
le N 2¢ ~ N

and for the corresponding energies

) m, + meA ) m, + ﬂ’L_LA (14)

LA N Yoe N

and finally,

C V(A m) - y(my +mA) g
cosd =

H VAE-].
We point out that & is in the range -T < § <0, hence sind < O
always, i.e.,

sind = - 1-cosd

One can see that the negative sign is eppropriate as follows:
—gc is related to the vector sum of 11, n

—2
region included by them. Therefore w, the angle between 1 i and

3 hence it lies in the

Ec is positive (cf. Figure 2). Evaluating N, ,. in Equation (11),

one finds M,, = -M, sinw < 0; therefore 6 < o.

1k



Sumnarizing, we may rewrite the right hand side of Equation 11l:

- VP et
L P m,, AS-1 cosd
0 % 0
= Vi2 .
N e m, VAT-1 sind
v + m_A
i h ) Eml /—2 2 (16)
Toxe -m, AS-1 cosd
0] 1 0]
= -]ST- \/.2__—
nezc -y A™-] s:I.ndh
_720 | Lm2 + mlA |

THE COLLISION

The two 4-vectors of Equation 16 are the input deta involved
in the determination of the nature of the collision. The effect of
the collision is to produce a new set of vectors in the center-of-
mass frame. In order to express these vectors in the laboratory
system XYZ, one subjects thein to the transformations L-l, Q -l,
é -l, finally R-l, in that order. As mentioned earlier, if
rarticle production occurs the set contains more than two uenbers;
in any case the new vectors need not lie in the original plane of
the motion, in fact they may not bte co-planar. We complete the
discussion for the case where the physical process involved in the

collision is a simple elactic scattering.

15



ELASTIC SCATTERING
In this instance the new vectors of the collision are simply
the old vectors 71]. 10 120 rotated with two degrees of freedom.
The first of these may be considered as a rotation X in the plane
of Xch (i.e., the plane of 11, 1]_2), followed by a second rotation
about the collision axis (along llc)' This latter angle of rota-
tion is called 6 and (if the particles are not polarized) is un-
iformly distributed in the range (0O—> ). It turns out to be
simpler computationally to restrict X +to
osX=m
and extend 6 to
o6 =<2a2rm

The effect of the rotation through an angle X may be accomplished
by the following substitutions in the expressions for the vector
components of the colliding particles:

cos (X - |6|) —> cos

sin (X - |6|) —>sind
where the absolute value is used to remind one that § = O.

The rotation (about 11(:) of the plane M, 1, requires sev-

eral transformations. In the first place, the center-of-mass frame
must be rotated so that the new X-axis is along llc' This angle

is, however, precisely the angle § (< 0). This rotation is

16




(4)

succeeded by a rotation of the vectors by an angle, 6, about
the collision axis (along llc)' Finally, in order to restore the
status quo, the inverse of the center-of-mass rotation is made.

This triplet of transformations may be written

A1lea
where
cos & o sin §
A= 0 1 0 (17)
-sin § 0 cos &
and
1 0 0
0 - 0 cos @ -sin @ (18)
0 sin @ cos @
and
cos § 0 -sind
Al 0 1 0 (19)
sin § 0 cosd

INVERSE TRANSFORMATIONS
When the new vectors resulting from the collision process have
been established, we begin to apply a series of transformations that

express the vectors in the original laboratory frame XYZ.

4. This is the only occasion where the vectors themselves are
rotated. In all other transformations, it is the coordinate
system that is rotated.

17



The first of the inverse transformations is the Lorentz trans-

formation

~
O
O
s}

(@]
=
(@]
(@]

L =-]1\‘7 (20)

This is followed in turn by

cos W 0 -sin W
Q-1 _ 0 1 0 (21)
sinw 0 cos W
then,
1 0] 0
o1 _ 0 cos ¢ -sin ¢ (22)
0] sin ¢ cos ¢
and finally,
oy \-a%l, i3
1- “132 Vi- °'132
R-l =l %12 on C1a3 (23)
Vicay2  Vi-af
a13 ) Vi-a. .2

13
We have taken the trouble to exhibit the last three matrices in
order to be quite explicit and complete; the brief statement, that
inverse rotations are transposes of the original matrices, might

have sufficed.

18




Al]l the matrices are well behaved, except possibly for R and
its inverse R-l. If M. 1 is oriented very nearly parallel to the
Z-axis 1in the laboratory frame of reference, the radical in the
denominator of some of the R matrix elements approaches zero and
may give rise to computational difficulties. It should be observed

that no formal complications are encountered since the limits are

well behaved as V1-O 2%0.

13
A reasongble computational procedure for this case is the

following: determine whether o is within some very small region,

13
say 1077, of unity. If it is, take @, =0, let @, —>0 as
al3 —>1. In the limit R becomes
o 0 1
Rimt = © L+ O (2k)
-1 0 o

X -1
with Rlimit equal to the transpose of Rlimit'

19



