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New CommitteeLooksat Safety,
Safeguards,and Security
ConcernsatTA-55
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The S a f e t yC oi o o t I
n TA-55 safety and advisorycommittees.The committee
makes s t s an um as aa
s ea a c ow w i p o
p e r

M e
T S a f e t yC oh r

s e nf F aM a( NN
M aM e aa A c c( N
t T s ao ft T E mR e
T M aC oa A c c(
P hS ea S a( 0t E m
M a nOffice (EMO), Fire Protection(EMO/FP),
ProtectionTechnologyLos Alamos (PTLA), the
Los Alamos Fire Department,and the TA-55 Training
Center (NMT-10).

Members of the committeeincludePete Wallace
(NMT-8), Gene Walter (NMT-1),DennisBrandt (NMT4),
Relf Price (NMT-4), Ron Stafford(NMT-8),Jeff Whicker
(HS-1), Bruce Erkkila (OS-2),Gene Dashner (0S-10),
Patrick Trujillo (0S-10), David Castaneda(PI’LA),
MichaelTheme (PTLA), Doug Tuggle (NMT-8),
Jim Griffith (EMO), Larry Norns (LA County Fire Dept.),
and Ray Tell (ENG-8).

C o
T chair of this committeeis Pete Wallace.He can be
reached at 7-2556 if you have questionsor concernsyou
would like to bring to the attentionof the committee.

.——
I
I i

Coming Features:
● NewTeamLeaders
● LessonsLearnedfromTA-55Incidents
● DaveOlivasand gloveboxgloves
● ALARA Committee

z Iml L2

D
Safetyissuesinclude

emergency evacuationplans,
orderlyexit plans,
emergency responder training,
evacuationassembly areas,
emergency drills,
incidentcommand authority,
incidentdebriefings,
incidentreports, and
lessons learned.

Safeguardsissues includeall aspectsof
specialnuclear materials (SNM) protectionand
nuclear material measurementand accountability.

Securityissues i
p f a r
s s o a
s b

r —–,

I
We want your ideas:

Y a i t s i a s1
: f t b

W a m a s r f s a
: T e w h u t s t

a f w
S i t J F M E o l

h a n a s w c y
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How is w oa a t ei P l b a
E mM eT e cD Huertaof NMT-5
knowsthe answer— he doesboth. He mustbe meticulousin
bothjobs, follow proceduresexactly,and communicate
carefully.

So whydoeshe spendeveryotherweekendworkingas an
EMT for theEspanolaHospitalAmbulanceService? The work
getshimoutside,exploringallkindsof placesand meetingall
kindsof people— it’sinterestingandexciting.

David Huerta,secondfiom left,servingas a member
of theTA-55ERTduringan exercise

B ea E a a M o t E
Davidbecameinterestedin emergencymedicalcare

becauseof hischildren.He decidedto takea basicfirstaid
courseon hisownso he wouldbe preparedforemergencies
withthem. Butthenhe wantedto knowmore.

Nexthe tooktheTA-55EmergencyResponseTeam(ERT)
40 hourFirstResponderclass, whichheightenedhis interest.
Then he decidedto takethe 120hourbasicEMTclassat the
EspanolaHospitalon hisown.

At theend of theEMTclasshe passedthe stateexamand a
seriesof skillstationtestsandgothisEMT license.Then the
Directorof the EspanolaHospitalAmbulanceServicecontacted ~
him and askedif he wouldliketo workoccasionally.Hebegan
by workingonedayper monthto get somepracticalhands-on
experience.He nowworkseveryotherweekendwhichaddsup
to about48 hourspermonthat thehospitalandmorehourson-
call.

Davidbecameincreasinglyinvolvedin theTA-55ERT.
Afterhe gothisbasiclicense,NMT-5sponsoredhimto com- 1
p t 1 a dh o t rr et m u t ~
t E l eT i a “ Tech,”a medicaltectician :
who has theauthorityto startintravenousfluids. He alsohas
authorityto administertwodrugs. Oneis fornarcoticoverdose, ;
and the otheris fordiabetichypoglycemia.

A S N t L
Davidhopesto go on to becomea paramedic.Paramedic

trainingrequires1,000hoursof instructionabovetheEMTI.
Admissionintothisprogramis verydifficult,and onceadmitted,
the studentmustspendtwo semestersat UNM, workingout of
the UNMhospital.

Davidis now the assistantcoordinatorfor the ERT. He has
completed200hoursof HAZMATtrainingand willbecomea
HAZMATspecialistwhenhe completesthe remaining80 hours
in April.

He is a CPR instructorat TA-55,buthe wouldalso liketo
becomecertifiedas an EMT instructor.He couldthenteach
FirstResponderand EMT basiccoursesat TA-55and the
EspanolaHospital.

W I L B a E
Davidhas beenshotat, punched,bitten,spitat, and vomited

on. He has takenverbalabuseanddealtwitha lot of peoplewho
are drunkor highon drugs. Sincethepay is minimal, some
peoplehaveaskedhimwhy he doesit. Davidsays,“WhenI
bringsomeold lady in out of theboonies,and she’sso glad
there’ssomeonethereto care abouther, it makesit worth it.
And whenI knowI’vesaveda life, it’sdeftitely worthit.”

He findsdealingwithsuicidesparticularlyhard becausethe
EMTsmustwaitwiththe body,sometimesalone,untilauthori-
tiesarrive. Children’sdeathsare alsohard for him. His worst
weekend wasone whenhe was feelinglow for personalreasons
and therewere threesuicidesand threecasesof infantdeath
syndrome.He thoughtaboutquitting,buthe decidedif he could
make it throughthat,he couldmake it throughanything.

Sometimeseveryoneis hystericalwhen the ambulance
arrives. EMTsare taughtthatcalm startsa chainreaction.
David’ssoftvoiceand calmmannerhavea naturalquieting
effect.

Doeshe everwonderif he handledan emergencyright?“Of
course,all the time,everytime— it is importantto self-evaluate.
This is how you improve. If you thinkyou knowit all and can’t
get any better,you’rein real trouble. We also learnfromeach
other. If I seeothertechniciansdo somethinga differentway,
I’mcurious. If theycan do it better,I want to learnhow.” This
is an attitudethatalsoworksfor him as a memberof the ERT
andas a technicianin PF-4.

One otherskill Davidusesin bothplacesis discretion.
His reasonsfordiscretionat TA-55 may have to do withnational
security— on his otherjob ithas to do withconfidentiality.
Don’teven botherto ask himaboutthatwrecklastweekend,
even if you sawhim therein personor on TV. The patient’s
privacyis respected,and, in addition, David,his radiocommu-
nications,and hisreportscan allbe subpoenaedforcriminalor
civilproceedings.

Davidhas founda way to be of specialvalueat work and
in hiscommunity.One thingDavidis nevercalledis a “couch
potato.”
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D H ac ra R R eT t a h i
r e st i na T T t p w b t
a st w r ep ra t l f t i n

E i i u b i g t t w
● e t the s has been stabilized,
● generate and analyze data,
● characterize the incident,
● report details (especially 5000.3A reports), —-.

● justify continuing or curtailing the operations, , . .
● decide if similar operations should be curtailed, .z -
● assign analysis team if complex incidents warrants,
● ensure that final actions are taken to resolve incident, and
● apply lessons learned.

R ec f
● division management,
● facility management,
● the safety otllce,
cH
● the group management of affeetcd group,
● the training oftlce,
c the on-call facility manager for 5000.3A reporting,
● the TA-55 5000.3a reporting otllce,
● ES&H compliance otllce, and
● DOE facility representatives.

The i i t h a t w a w b t a i
c ra a q s t w c r
u nr a l f t i t i o
s p a T
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T rw b o fa f l eG E mR aS R C
T e cR aW I a R aW I

T w ow w i P o s ua w w i P m h R
Worker II training. Other radiation workers who enter PF4 only to observe require Radiation
Worker I training. Our HS-1 persomel need Radiation Control Technician training.

Both the Radiation Worker I and the Radiation Worker II training have three requirements:
● T a8 h o H c lt ra p a w t — Y

m b r e ce t y b i y c p t t y d n h t t t t
● Passing a p re xi t l am r o t T T

C e— I y a r aw a a f aa w a a T y m h t
p a ri a p re xa t f aa Y m b r ee t y

● C oa n f a cr at rcourse — Y w r t
t ra t T T rC w y c oy a f t Y m b
r e ce t y T n t rw r t b r as t t w
g o t c o

O a do t s t at ri t i y s uc r
t ra Los Akrrtos, it w b r ea a ca o D s W y c
y t ra H y w r ea wallet-sized certificate that you may carry with you when
you travel to other sites.
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