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.. .When you come right down to it the reason that we did thisjob is
because it was an organic necessity. If you are a scientist you cannot stop such
athing. ... You believethat it is good to find out how the world works. . .
[and] to turn over to mankind at large the greatest possible power to control
the world and to deal with it according to its lights and its val ues.

" ... lthink itistrueto say that atomic weapons are a peril which affect
everyone in the world, and in that sense a completely common problem . .. . |
think that in order to handle this common problem there must be a complete
sense of community responsibility.

" .. Theone point I want to hammer home is what an enormous change in
spirit isinvolved. There are things which we hold very dear, and | think rightly
hold very dear; | would say that the word democracy perhaps stood for some
of them as well as any other word. There are many parts of the world in which
thereis no democracy . . . . And when | speak of a new spirit in international
affairs | mean that even to these deepest of things which we cherish, and for
which Americans have been willing to die—and certainly most of us would be
willing to die—even in these deepest things, we realize that there is something
more profound than that; namely the common bond with other men

everywhere. .. ."

J. Robert Oppenheimer

speech to the Association of Los Alamos Scientists
Los Alamos

November 2, 1945

Excerpts from a speech to the Association of Los Alamos Scientists in Los
Alamos, New Mexico, on November 2, 1945. Reprinted with permission from
an original document in the Papers of the Federation of American Scientists,
Box 21, Folder 4, Department of Special Collections, University of Chicago
Library.
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