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PREFACE

The site of the Cambric underground nuclear test was recentered nearly ten

years after its detonation at the USERDA Nevada Test Site. The experimental

results obtained from radiochemical analysis of sidewall cores and water taken

during the re-entry drillback and sampling operations are summarized and dis-

cussed in this report. The investigation was part of the Radionuclide Migration

Project sponsored by the Nevada Operations Office of ERDA. The entire report was

reviewed and modified by all three of the authors, but primary responsibility for

the compilation and interpretation of the data and for writing given sections was

divided among the authors as follows:

Darleane C. Hoffman, Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory: Summary; Section I,

Introduction and Background; Section V, Radiochemical and Chemical Analyses;

Section VI, Discussion; Appendix, C, Procedures; Appendix D, Results ofy-

Spectral and Radiochemical Analyses.

Randolph Stone, Lawrence Livermore Laboratory: Section III, Drilling and

Construction of RNM-l; Section IV, Water Sampling Operations; Appendix A, Chrono-

logical History of RNM-1.

William W. Dudley, Jr., U.S. Geological Survey, Denver: Section II, Physical

Setting; Appendix B, Selected Chemical Analyses of Water Samples from RNM-1.

Although the recommendations, Section VII, were written by D. C. Hoffman,

they were the result of suggestions and input from many people, in particular,

J. E. Sattizahn, LASL, R. J. Borg, LLL, H. B. Levy, LLL, and the other authors.
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RADIOACTIVITY IN THE UNDERGROUND ENVIRONMENT OF THE CAMBRIC

NUCLEAR EXPLOSION AT THE NEVADA TEST SITE

by

Darleane C. Hoffman

Randolph Stone

William W. Dudley, Jr.

ABSTRACT

The experimental results obtained from investigation
of the radionuclide distribution in the environment around
the detonation point of the 0.75-kt nuclear test, Cambric,
fired 300 m underground in alluvium at the Nevada Test Site
in 1965, are presented and discussed. Analyses of sidewall
cores obtained ten years later from near ground surface to
below the explosion cavity showed that most of the radio-
activity is still contained within solid material in the
lower cavity region. Water pumped from the region of high-
est activity at the bottom of the cavity showed only T and
90Sr at levels higher than the recommended concentration
guides for drinking water in uncontrolled areas. Reconunen-
dations for future studies are given. The investigation is
part of the Radionuclide Migration Project sponsored by
the Nevada Operations Office of ERDA.

suim4RY

Although nuclear tests have been conducted underground at the Nevada Test

Site for more than 15 gears, the RadionucZide Migration (RNM) Project is the

first investigation designed specifically to characterize the ~adionuclide dis-

tribution in both the uater and rubble around the detonation point after a

nuclear test. Prio? to this study, water had been pumped from the chimney of

only one underground test. In Phase 1 of the RNM study, the site of the 0.75-kt

Cambric event, conducted in Frenchman FZat some 300 m underground in alZuviwn



below the water table, was successfully recentered ten years after the detonation.

An extensive suite of sidewall core samples was obtained from near ground level

to below the expbsion cavity. A technique involving casing the &iZZback hole,

appropriate placement of internal and external packers, and perforation of the

casing at selected depths below the wrter tuble was successfully used to isolate

five different zones from below the cavity to outside the chimney. Representa-

tive uater samples were pumped from euch zone in successwn with apparently

litti?ecross-contumination,thus allowing a well-defined determination of the

vertical distribution of the radioactivity in the ground water.

No activity above background was observed in water pumped from the region

below the cavity. Water from the region of highest radioactivity at the bottom

of the cavity showed only tritium (T), 85Kr, ‘“sr, 10%u, 125S5, 137CS, and
239ti

minimal amounts of 144Ce and . Of these, only Tand
90

Sp uere present in

levels higher than the recommended concentration guides for drinking water in un-

controlled areas.

After ten years, most of the radioactivity is still retained in vitrified

or fused debris uithin the region of the original cavity created by the explosion.

Although Borne85Kr and T were observed in inter and core sampleg from above the

cavity, there uas no evidence that they had moved above the uater tubZe, and more

thun 99.9% of the Twas present as HTO. By comparing the mounts of various

radionuclides produced in the Cambric device with the amounts detected in the

pumped tiater, using T as the reference nuclide, effective “retentwn” factors for

the solid debris of 102 to 104 for g“sr,
106% 125* 137Cs ad 144

.$ > > Ce, and of

>106 for
147h ad

239Pu were estimated. The very high values for 147Pm and
239

Pu may be related to the high pH of the water of 8 to 8.5 as weZl as to a low

removal rate from the glassy material. Higher retention values for g“sr and

137Cs were found in the puddle than in the chimney region, indicating that in-

corporation of the activity in the fused debris in the puddle region may retard

dissolution of the radwnuclides and result in higher retentwn factors.

Water is now being pumped from a satellite well 91 m south of the Cambrio

detonation point in an attempt to draw HTO from the cavity and determine uhether

any of the other radionuclides accompany it.

Based on the RNM studies to date, the following

made for future uork

recommwdatwns havebeen

2



1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Complete the sampling at the satellite welZ and re-sample the original uell

in the Cambric cavity.

Initiate Phuse 2 of the projected RNM program by selecting a suitable

nucleartestfop study of the early as well as the late-time radionuclide

sourceterm and

specifically tG

table.

Conduct studies

tested in other

migration. Consider the possibility ofa study designed

investigate migration of radionuclicks above the uater

simi’b~ to the Cambric investigation for nuclear devices

media at the NTS, such as tuff and rhyolite.

Carry out laboratory studies to determine the effects of different variables

on the interactionsbetieen uater and various geologic media.

Perform modeling studies tG predict migration rates of radionuclides of

interest for various media at the NTS and determine the relative importance

of the various parameters.



I. INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND

of ERDA with the participation of the Lawrence Livermore Laboratory (LLL),

Alamos Scientific Laboratory (LASL), Desert Research Institute (DRI), U. S.

ogical Survey (USGS), and selected support organizations. R. W. Newman, NV,

designated Project Manager, and J. E. Sattizahn, LASL, and R. H. Ide, LLL,

named Technical Directors. The stated intent of the project was “to provide

The Radionuclide Migration (RNM) Project was initiated at the Nevada Test

Site (NTS) in January, 1974 under the sponsorship of the Nevada Operations Office

(NV

Los

Gee”

was

wer[

data and interpretation thereof which will quantify the radionuclides which

migrate away from underground nuclear explosion cavities and chimneys and will

determine the time-distance relationships of such migration under the conditions

of the test. This information may then be applicable to the hydrologic program

studies which have been and are in progress relating to long-term safety with

regard to contamination of water supplied both on- and off-site. It may also

provide a base for studies relating to underground disposal of high-level radio-

active waste.”

The project was divided into two experiments. The first, called Experiment

No. 1, was started at once and is the subject of this report. In Experiment No.

1, the site of the 0.75-kt nuclear test, Cambric, which was fired beneath the

water table in alluvium was chosen for examination. The choice was based on

several considerations. The Cambric cavity is within the Area 5 water-supply

aquifer. It was predicted that sufficient time had elapsed so that the cavity

and chimney had filled with ground water to the preshot static water level, 73 m

above the detonation point. If so, radionuclides might be present in the water

and constitute a potential source for migration. The Cambric detonation point is

only 294 m below ground surface, and thus the re-entry drilling and sampling

operations would be less difficult and expensive than for some of the more deeply

buried tests. Although the Cambric chimney was believed not to have progressed

to the surface, a small subsidence was detectable at the surface. The existence

of some uncertainty concerning the stability of the area precluded drilling

vertically through the chimney, and therefore, it was planned to drill a slant

hole into the chimney-cavity region. The site was far enough from the areas of

active nuclear testing so that damage or interruption of the re-entry and sam-

pling operations from those activities would be unlikely. Sufficient tritium was

present to provide an easily measurable tracer for water from the cavity regfon.

4
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The postshot debris also contained plutonium and fission products whose concen-

trations in the rubble and ground water from the cavity and chimney regions could

be measured and compared. The small yield was expected to have had little effect

on the local hydrology. Further, it was judged that the alluvium constituted a

good medium for hydrologic studies because it was more permeable than tuff and

did not have large fissures or cracks through which the water might selectively

flOw. A satellite well was to be drilled some distance from the Cambric re-

entry hole; pumping of the satellite well was expected to induce a sufficient

artificial gradient to draw water from the Cambric cavity and provide an oppor-

tunity for study of radionuclide migration under field conditions. Detection of

tritium would signal the breakthrough of water from the Cambric cavity region.

The initial phases of Experiment No. 1 have now been successfully completed.

The cavity region was recentered and sidewall sampling was performed in order to

measure the vertical distribution of radionuclides. The hole was cased and the

casing perforated to permit pumping of water in different regions. In this way,

variations in the radionuclide content of water from the various intervals were

determined. The satellite well has been drilled and pumping is in progress.

Much useful and interesting information has been obtained concerning the source

term, i.e., the distribution and concentration of radionuclides around the Cambric

detonation point ten years after the test. This report gives a detailed descrip-

tion of the physical setting, construction, and sampling of RNM-1, of the analyses

performed on the samples, a discussion of the results, and recommendations for

future studies.

The data from Experiment No. 1 will be used to plan Experiment No. 2. It is

envisioned as a “cradle-to-grave” study in which preshot chemical, geologic, and

hydrologic conditions, the radionuclide distribution in soil and water immedi-

ately after the test, the rate of infill of water, and early as well as late-time

radionuclide migration will be studied,

II. PHYSICAL SETTING

A. Site Location

The Cambric device

0.75 kt. The explosion

Frenchman Flat, located

of Las Vegas (Fig. 1).

was detonated on May 14, 1965 with a yield of about

point was at a depth of 294.3 m in alluvium in western

in the southeastern part of NTS, about 100 km northwest

Frenchman Flat ranks fourth--behind Yucca Flat, Rainier

5
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Fig. 2. West-central Frenchman Flat, showing location of the RNPlExperiment
No. 1 site.
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Mesa, and Pahute Mesa--as a testing locality; of 338 announced underground nuclear

tests at NTS through June 30, 1975, only 10 were conducted in Frenchman Flatl.

Three water-supply wells and one former well, shown in Fig. 2, are in west-

ern Frenchman Flat. Two of the supply wells, 5B and 5C, produce water from the

alluvial materials in which Cambric was detonated. Wells 5B and 5C

Well 5A) are used for multiple purposes including the general water

Mercury, the housing and operational center of NTS. Distances from

Wells 5B, 5C, and 5A, respectively, are 2.5, 4.3, and 5.3 km. Well

(and formerly

supply for

Cambric to

UE5C, about

1.8 km northwest of the Cambric site, is used as a source of construction water.

Semi-annual monitoring of these wells by the Environmental Protection Agency has

revealed no radioactivity above background.

230,400

230,300

230,200

Instrun
c

Trallm

230,100

230,000

229,900

Zp-&J 1 I I I 1
Storage tanka

::R~M.1

ii
II

5
Projection of RNM-1

/’”

q\9

. :+— on land surface
~ \o

II
@3

II
of

,-w~Approxlmate Cambric cavity radlua &J

‘..9>)
<~0

[’ J..&& ~ @’e’

I + RNM-2
/’

{
‘\

:

\ :

I I I

214,800 215,000 21 q 200 216,400

NEVADA CENTRAL ZONE COORDINATES, EAST(m)

Fig. 3. Principal features of the RNM Experiment No. 1 site and nearby vicinity.
Section A-A’ is shown in Fig.,5.

Figure 3 shows the Cambric site and the facilities constructed for RNM

Experiment No. 1. Locations and depths of the drill holes and wells and their

approximate land-surface altitudes are as follows:

8



U5e:

RNM-1 :

RNM-2:

RNM-2S:

UE5n:

Cambric emplacement hole

Nevada Central-Zone Coordinates: N230,251.7 m, E214,832.5 m

Approximate land-surface altitude: 956 m

Depth: 304.8 m

Re-entry sampling well

Nevada Central-Zone Coordinates (surface): N230,374.9 m,

E214.,832.5m

Land-surface altitude: 956.0 m

Depth: 396.9m (slant); 370.2 (vertical)

Water-level observation hole

Nevada Central-Zone Coordinates: N230,204.4 m, E214,91O.7 m

Approximate land-surface altitude: 954 m

Approximate depth: 235 m

Satellite well for pumping and sampling

Nevada Central-Zone Coordinates: N230,160.5 m, E214,832.6 m

Approximate land-surface altitude: 955 m

Depth: 341.4 m

Nearby exploratory hole providing additional information

Nevada Central-Zone Coordinates: N229,959.4 m, E215,315.3 m

Approximate land-surface altitude: 951 m

Depth: 514.2 m

RNM-1 was drilled in May 1974 through and beneath the Cambric cavity for

the purpose of obtaining sidewall cores and for subsequent water sampling. RNM-2

was an unsuccessful attempt to complete a satellite pumping well; after severe

hole enlargement and caving, 6-cm tubing was installed to provide access for

water-level measurements. The present satellite well for pumping and sampling,

RNM-2S, was completed in April 1974. It was completed before drilling RNM-1 in

order to avoid the possibility of contamination with radioactivity from Cambric.

B. Physiography

Frenchman Flat is a closed basin, having interior surface drainage to

Frenchman Lake, a normally dry playa about 20 km2 in area and about 938 m in

altitude (Fig. 2). Gently sloping (10 to 20 m/km) desert of sparsely vegetated

alluvial soil surrounds the central playa up to an average altitude of about

1030 m. Mountainous terrain that reaches about 1900 m in altitude surrounds most

of the basin.

9



Well-defined drainage channels in the mountainous areas and uppermost al-

luvial slopes give way to braided and slowly migrating channels on the middle and

lower desert floor. All channels are ephemeral, carrying runoff only during

major storms and then losing it rapidly to infiltration and evaporation. Rarely,

runoff reaches Frenchman Lake where it spreads over the wide playa surface and

evaporates. While precipitation is a scant 150 mm per year, the potential evapo-

ration rate is on the order of 3 m per year.

c. Geology

1. General

Frenchman Flat lies in the transitional zone between widespread exposures of

Paleozoic rocks, primarily carbonates that characterize eastern Nevada, and

Tertiary (younger) volcanic rocks of south-central Nevada. As shown in Fig. 4,

which is adapted from Carr2, the ranges to the south, southeast, and east of

central Frenchman Flat are formed of lower Paleozoic limestone, dolomite, and

quartzite. The hills to the west and north are composed of Tertiary volcanic

rocks, although local exposures of Paleozoic rocks attest to their presence

beneath the volcanic cover.

The Paleozoic carbonate rocks range in age from late Cambrian through

Devonian and attain a total thickness of more than 5000 m (Ref. 3). Several

episodes of mountain building folded, tilted, and uplifted these and younger,

overlying rocks. Stresses of this tectonism also produced faults and joints in

the rocks, in places thrusting rock masses as much as several kilometers over

those below. Although the youngest Paleozoic rocks along the periphery of

Frenchman Flat are about 300 million years old, younger rocks that are present

elsewhere in the vicinity of NTS covered them but were later eroded.

Beginning about 25 million years ago4, the area that is now NTS experienced

a series of volcanic eruptions that covered the region with additional thousands

of meters of tuffs and lava flows. Tuff, which is volcanic ash deposited under

air or water or as a spreading hot, gaseous cloud (welded tuff), makes up the

greatest thickness of the volcanic section.

At about the same time that volcanism began, tectonic forces initiated a

period of faulting that continues to the present day. The surface of Nevada and

adjacent states was broken into a series of mountain ranges trending generally

north and surrounded by deep valleys into which additional volcanic material

accumulated. Volcanism gave way to sedimentation of debris eroded from the

10
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ranges as the major process of valley filling. Relative subsidence of the valley

floor in Frenchman Flat was at least 2,500 m; the Paleozoic rocks are estimated

from gravity measurements to be about 460 m below sea level beneath central

Frenchman Flat, or about 1,400 m beneath land surface5. The relative thick-

nesses of the Tertiary volcanics and overlying Quaternary alluvium is not known,

but in central Frenchman Flat the alluvium is at least 500 m thick and probably

reaches a maximum thickness of 700 to 800 m.

All rock types in the vicinity except the youngest alluvium are cut by

faults. Present-day tectonism in and around Frenchman Flat occurs mainly along

two northeast-trending fault zones characterized by left-lateral, strike-slip

movement with lesser dip-slip movement. These are the Rock Valley fault zone,

which crosses southern Frenchman Flat, and the Cane Springs fault zone, which

passes through northwestern Frenchman Flat2. The August 5, 1971, Massachusetts

Mountain earthquake (magnitude 3-4) occurred in southernmost Yucca Flat, near the

projected intersection of the Cane Springs fault zone and the Yucca-Frenchman

flexure, a northwest-trending, right-lateral flexure with an offset of about

1.5 km. An earthquake of similar size occurred on February 19, 1973, about

1.5 km northeast of Frenchman Lake playa and near the projected intersection of

the Yucca-Frenchman flexure with the Rock Valley fault zone. According to Carr2,

most of the more than 50 earthquake epicenters in southern NTS during the period

1961-1972 were located beneath alluvium, suggesting that present seismic activity

represents shallow adjustment to previous deep subsidence of the basins.

A cross section showing the general geology at the site of the RNM experi-

-ment is provided in Fig. 5. The drill holes penetrate only alluvium, so the

depths to Tertiary and Paleozoic rocks are speculative.

2. Character of Alluvium.

Information about the nature of the alluvium at the Cambric site was pro-

vided from the following sources: t$e lithology and grain size of 13 sidewall

samples taken from RNM-1 between vertical depths of 103.6 and 319.9 m were ex-

amined at LLL; a lithologic log was prepared by USGS from cuttings from RNM-2;

detailed sample descriptions and measurements of the physical properties of

alluvium from UE5n were made at LLL. Sample descriptions from all three of these

sources indicate a remarkable uniformity in the alluvium. Vedium to coarse sand

is the dominant grain size , although a silty matrix occurs commonly in sidewall

samples from RNM-1 and UE5n; no sidewall samples were collected from RNM-2.

12
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Pebbles were included in most of the samples and cuttings, and gravel and cobble

beds were encountered in the upper 200 m. Lithologies of the sand particles and

pebbles are diverse but were derived mainly from the Tertiary volcanics--Timber

Mountain Tuff (mainly welded), Topopah Spring Member of the Paintbrush Tuff,

lava and tuff of the Wahmonie Formation, and tuff breccia and tuffaceous sand-

stone of the Salyer Formation. Only a minor percentage of the clasts were of

Paleozoic quartzite, dolomite, and limestone.

In RNM-2, the sediments were generally finer grained below 230 m, while the

log of UE5n shows an increase of induration at about 287 m, accompanied by zeo-

litization and argillization of the sand-silt matrix. RNM-1 was in the presumed

rubble chimney at this depth range; however, the sample obtained from alluvium

beneath the cavity at a depth of 320m had a median grain size of 0.32 mm, which

was one of the smallest determined. One sample, from the upper-cavity region at

292 m in RNM-1, was composed of bluish-gray silty clay, and a very fine, rhyo-

litic ash-fall tuff of unknown age occurred from 195.1 to 199.6 m in UE5n.

Water contents measured in the apparently least disturbed samples from UE5n

ranged generally between 10% and 13% by weight above the water table and between

16% and 22% below the water table. Samples taken beneath the water table had

calculated porosities between 31% and 41% and computed degrees of saturation

greater than 80%. The probable range of interclast porosity, which is of primary

concern to ground-water flow calculations, can be estimated from the relation-

ship:
N-nc

n—=
l-nc ‘

where n is interclast porosity, N is total poros.

the clasts. For assumed clast porosities of 5%,

the following values of n result.

Value of n (%)

&—_ N=31% N=41%

5 27 38

10 23 34

15 19 31

20 14 26

ty, and nc is the porosity of

10%, 15%, and 20%, respectively,
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The clasts were derived for the most part from well-indurated rocks, which prob-

ably have porosities in the range of 5% to 15%. Consequently, 20% to 35% is the

probable range

packing, which

D. Hydrology

Frenchman

for interclast porosity. This indicates a rather loose state of

is borne out by caving problems encountered in the drill holes.

Flat lies within the Ash Meadows ground-water system, an area of
.

about 11,500 kmz under which water flows generally in a southwesterly direction

to discharge at Ash Meadows in the east-central Amargosa Desert. About 57,000

m3/day flows from the springs at Ash Meadows, representing an average rate of

recharge of only 1,8 mm/year over the basin. Winograd and Thordarson7 have

provided the most comprehensive description of this ground-water system and of

the hydrology of NTS.

1. Hydrologic Units

The principal aquifer of southeastern Nevada, termed the lower carbonate

aquifer, consists of thick carbonate rocks ranging in age from late Cambrian

through Devonian. Although these limestones and dolomites are a thousand meters

or more below land surface over much of the area and are dislocated by many

faults, the long history of tectonism has produced extensive and probably well-

integrated fracture systems. In places where flow is concentrated by the geo-

metric setting, the faults and fractures are presumed to be enlarged by solution,

creating highly transmissive pathways for ground-water flow. Where this has

occurred, such as at an experimental USGS tracer site southwest of Mercury,

transmissivity exceeds 10,000 m2/day for intervals only a few tens of meters

thick, giving an apparent average hydraulic conductivity of about 200 m/day.

Well C, in southern Yucca Flat, produces from carbonate rocks with similar proper-

ties. More typically, the average hydraulic conductivity in wells and test holes

penetrating this aquifer ranges from 0.2 to 4 m/day.

Beneath the lower carbonate aquifer are lower Cambrian and Precambrian

quartzites, siltstones and shales that function as an aquitard, limiting the

depth of flow and, where they are structurally high, also diverting flow later-

ally. Devonian and Mississippian argillite and quartzite of the Eleana Forma-

tion, termed the upper elastic aquitard7, overlie the lower carbonate aquifer in

the vicinity but are not known to be present at depth in Frenchman Flat.

The hydraulic conductivity within the volcanic rocks beneath Frenchman Flat

undoubtedly varies,widely. The dacite lava aquifer that yields water to Well
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UE5C has an estimated average hydraulic conductivity of about 5 m/day, which is

probably near the upper limit for fractured lavas and welded tuffs of the Tertiary

sequence. Nonwelded (bedded) tuffs that are not zeolitized or argillized are

less permeable, having transmissivities that correspond to hydraulic conductivi-

ties of 0.05 to 0.5 m/day.

The principal aquitards beneath Frenchman Flat are expected

tuff and argillized tuff or argillaceous sediments. For 34 core

litized tuff from NTS, Winograd and Thordarson7 report hydraulic

to be zeolitized

samples of zeo-

conductivities

ranging from 2 x 10-6 to 2 x 10-2 m/day, with a median value of 2.5 x 10-4 m/day.

The argillaceous materials, as measured in 38 cores, displayed a range of hy-

draulic conductivity of from 1 x 10-9 to about 2 x 10-2 m/day with a median value

of about 2.5 x 10-6.

The RNM experiment at Cambric is being conducted in alluvium 200 m or more

above the volcanic rocks. The average hydraulic conductivity of RNM-1 sidewall

samples was estimated from analysis of grain-size distribution to be about 4

m/day, although some loss of the finer fraction might make this value too high by

as much as an order of magnitude. However, the productivity of RNM-2S indicates

a comparable value of about 1.5 m/day. Tests of Well 5B indicate a hydraulic

conductivity of 1.4 m/day, but the less productive alluvium at Well 5C has a

conductivity of about 0.2 m/day.

2. Water Table and Ground-Water Movement

As was stated above, Frenchman Flat is one of the areas contributing re-

charge, however small, to regional flow in the Ash Meadows ground-water system.

Although the general direction of flow from the water table is downward toward

the lower carbonate aquifer, the local direction of flow may be quite different.

The probability that downward flow would meet highly impermeable zeolitized or

argillized tuffs suggests that paths of water entry to the lower carbonate aqui-

fer may be controlled mainly by local structural conditions. The southern part

of Frenchman Flat, along the Rock Valley fault zone, offers the following fea-

tures that favor it as the destination of water moving through the alluvium and

volcanic rocks: (1) the Paleozoic rocks are highly faulted and susceptible to

chemical solution; (2) differential movement along basin-boundary faults has left

the carbonate rocks laterally contiguous to younger materials; and (3) the Rock

Valley Fault Zone intersects other faults through Mercury Valley and the narrows

between the Spring Mountains and the Specter Range, to which much evidence points

as the principal path of discharge to Ash Meadows.
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The hydraulic head potential in the lower carbonate aquifer beneath French-

man Flat is about 726 m above sea level. At the RNM site the water table is at

an altitude of about 736 m, which provides a downward gradient of about 8 x 10-3

m/m to the Paleozoic rocks at a depth of about 1,200 m. The gradient for lateral

(southeastward) flow to the southern part of the basin is about 1 x 10-3, or

almost an order of magnitude less than that available for downward flow. How-

ever, if 1% of the stratigraphic units at depth have a hydraulic conductivity of

10-3 m/day, as compared with about 1 m/day for other units, the effective re-

sistance to vertical flow is about the same as that for lateral flow. It seems

likely, then, that the southward component of flow is significant in comparison

with, and perhaps greater than, the downward component.

This line of reasoning is speculative, of course. It may be that there are

no sufficiently permeable and continuous paths for easy lateral flow to the fault

zone, that the fault zone itself is not the locus of greatest permeability in

the lower carbonate aquifer, or that other equally attractive paths to the

carbonate aquifer are available within the central basin.

An artificial southward gradient has been induced locally in modern times by

pumping from Wells 5A, 5B, and 5C. From 1958 through 1971 a total of about 4.3

x 106 m3 was pumped from these wells, at an average rate of about 850 m3/day

(Ref. 8). The static water level in Well 5C after 5 days of recovery in 1971 was

at an altitude of 720.8 m, about 8 m below the level measured in 1961 after a

133-day recovery. Periodic measurements in Well 5B have shown little residual

drawdown; static levels have ranged from 734.0 to 734.6 m in altitude, with 1959

and 1971 levels both being 734.3 m. This contrast is puzzling and effectively

precludes prediction of the effect of the production on the hydraulic gradient at

the RNM site. In such a porous, unconfined aquifer, however, it is unlikely that

perceptible effects of pumping at this moderate rate have spread more than a

kilometer.

Figure 6 shows the distribution of hydraulic head potential in the lower

carbonate aquifer and a pattern of contours on the water table that is consistent

with both downward flow and southeastward flow near the Cambric site in Frenchman

Flat. Note that at the southern end of Yucca Lake and about 5 km south of

Mercury, the two sets of contours coincide, indicating water table within the

Paleozoic rocks.
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Fig. 6. Estimated altitudes of potentiometric surface in lower carbonate
aquifer and of water table beneath southeastern NTS and vicinity.
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III. DRILLINGANDINITIAL CONSTRUCTIONOF RNM-1

Sampling hole RNM-1 was drilled down and to the south through the Cambric

chimney and cavity (Figs. 7 and 8) with an average inclination of about 21° from

vertical. Starting at a surface location about 120 m north of the Cambric

ground-zero position, RNM-1 followed the original post-detonation sampling bore-

hole to a vertical depth of about 134 m, where it was sidetracked to penetrate

fresh materials. Sidetracking was preceded by cementing to plug off sidetrack

holes that remained from the original post-detonation drilling.

Drilling muds and most other fluids used in drilling and completing RNM-1

were labeled with lithium chloride to a calculated concentration of about 20 ppm

of Li so that the Li content of ground water samples taken later could be used as

an indication of the degree of contamination from added fluids. (The natural Li

content of ground water in this region is only 0.01 to 0.05 ppm.) The hole was

successively deepened in several stages so that sidewall core samples could be

obtained after each deepening with a minimum of invasion and contamination by

drilling fluids and radioactive material from deeper zones. The details of the

drilling and construction operations are contained in Appendix A. The following

discussion summarizes the important aspects of these operations.

Before drilling was started, sidewall core samples 1 through 6 were taken in

the original postshot hole drilled for sidewall core sampling in 1965. Depths of

these samples and of samples taken subsequently above the water table are shown

in Fig. 8, together with a schematic representation of the chimney-cavity con-

figuration. (Details of nuclear explosion phenomenology are given in Ref. 1.)

The RNM-1 sidetrack hole was then drilled to a vertical depth of about 215 m, and

sidewall sampling above the water table was completed. Core samples 7 through 18

were obtained in the freshly drilled hole, but cores 19 through 26 were taken

from the original post-detonation exploratory hole above the RNM-1 s-

Cores 19, 20, and 21 were contaminated by cement invasion.

Drilling beneath the water table progressed to about 232 m vert-

and sidewall samples 27 through 29 were obtained (Fig. 9). The hole

detrack.

cal depth,

was drilled

further to about 256-m vertical depth, and samples 30 through 32 were taken.

Further drilling deepened RNM-1 to about 265-m vertical depth, and sidewall

coring yielded samples 33 through 35. The hole was then deepened to about 290 m,

and sidewall samples 36 through 38 were obtained.
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RNM-1 was next drilled to a vertical depth of about 355 m, passing through

the Cambric cavity and to about 50 m beneath it. Ay-ray log of the radioacti-

vity in the hole was taken and is shown in Fig. 10. This log influenced the

selection of additional sampling positions. Sidewall sampling then proceeded

without interruption, and samples 39 through 67 were taken in numerical order,

most of them at positions corresponding to peaks in the y-ray log.

The y-ray log also provided the basis for estimation of the radius of the

cavity produced by the Cambric device. The point of intersection of RNM-1 with

the lower hemisphere of the cavity, or bottom of the puddle,a was taken from an

inspection of the log to be at 304.4-m true vertical depth. The position of this

piercing point relative to the device working point was determined using RNM-1

hole deviation survey results and knowledge of the working point position.

Three-dimensional trigonometric calculations led to an estimate of 10.9 m for the

cavity radius. RNM-1 did not pierce the Cambric cavity at its lowest point, but

at a point approximately 1 m above the lowest point on the lower hemisphere of

the cavity.

After completion of sidewall sampling, RNM-1 was cleaned out to its total

depth of 355 m, and casing was installed. The casing string was 140 mm in diame-

ter and included three external casing packers. As shown in Fig. 11, the external

casing packers were seated at approximate vertical depths of 270 m, 285 m, and

300 m. The external casing packers each consisted of an annular, composite

rubber and fiber element that was expanded to fit against the hole wall after

being placed in position along with the casing string. The external packers were

used to minimize vertical movement of water in the annular space between the

casing and the hole wall. The results of chemical and radiochemical analysis of

the water samples eventually pumped from various zones in RNM-1 seem to indicate

that the external casing packers served the intended purpose.

The annulus between the borehole and the casing was then cemented from the

borehole total depth of 355 m up to the lowest external casing packer at about

300m as illustrated in Fig. 11, Finally, RNM-1 was drilled to a vertical depth

of 370 m, leaving about 15 m of open hole beneath the cemented casing. A fluid

density log was run and showed the fluid level at 239.6-m measured slant depth,

aPuddle is defined here as the region at the bottom of the explosion cavity which
originally contained molten rock. It normally contains large quantities of
refractory fission products, activation products, and fissile materials. See
Ref. 1.
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I

corresponding to a true vertical depth of 221 m. This is consistent with the

estimated preshot static water level of 221 m below land surface, and indicates

complete infill of the cavity-chimney reqion. Subsequent water sampling and

recompletion of RNM-1 are described in the following section.

IV. GROUND-WATER SAMPLING FROM THE VICINITY OF THE CAMBRIC UNDERGROUND NUCLEAR

EXPLOSION

A. Introduction

Ground-water samples were obtained from each of five different zones (Fig.

11) in the Cambric chimney well (RNM-1) by means of 2-liter samplers which were

lowered into the well and retrieved by wireline, and by pumping from each zone

using a submersible pump which discharged at the surface through a pipe. The

samples were sealed in the sample containers at the position and time of sampling

so as to retain the pressure extant at the sampling point.

The zones from which water samples were obtained, together with the series

designation of the samples, are listed in Table I and illustrated in Fig. 11.

The mechanics of ground-water sampling from each of the five zones is briefly

described in the following sections. A more detailed account of operations at

RNM-1 during the period of water sampling is contained in Appendix A.

TABLEI

ZONES SAMPLED IN CANBRIC (RNN-1) CHIMNEY WELL W1lH CORRESPO~{DIt{GWATER-SANPLE SERIES DESIGNATIONS

Position of
Internal Casing Packer

Zone at Bottom of Zone

Measured Vertical

@!U!!l@2xJ!!l

I open hole

(below cavity) 396.9 370.2

11 373.4 347.6

(lower cavity)

111 319.4 296.0

(upper cavity)

Iv 304.B 2B2.7

(chimney)

v 289.3 267.5

(adjacent to

chimney)

Perforated Intervals

!leasured Vertical Sample Dates
S@&(!!l kP&(!lL _Series -

No perforations:
tested from:

381.6 - 396.9 355.0

324.0 - 327.7 300.4

309.3 - 312.4 286.4

315.4- 31B.5 292.2

295.0 - 29B.O 272.9

300.5- 303.5 27B.1

280.1 - 2B2.6 25B.8

285.9- 2BB.ii 264.3

A 7-1o-74

- 370.2

- 303.9 B 9-5,6-74

c 11-5-74 to
1-31-75

- 2B9.4 D 4-29-75

- 295.2

- 275.7 E 8-7,8-75

- 280.9

- 261.1 F B-13,14-75

- 266.8

Volume
Pumped (m3)

53

1.B6

19.9

18.9

45.7

18.6
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B. Zone I - Below Cavity

At the time of initial completion, RNM-1 was cased through the lower part of

the Cambric chimney to a vertical depth of 355.0 m and had been deepened below

the bottom of the casing to a vertical depth of 370.2 m. The uncased portion of

the well was developed by air-lift pumping prior to water sampling with the

wireline sampler at a vertical depth of 359.3 m. Water was then removed from the

uncased interval of the well, located approximately 60 m below the Cambric lower

cavity boundary, using a submersible pump that had been lowered into the well. A

total of about 53 m3 of water was pumped from Zone I in 8 hours. Water samples

were taken hourly from the pumped discharge.

Water-level drawdown response in RNM-1 during the eight-hour pumping period

was not obtained because of a malfunction of the pressure-sensing equipment.

Drawdown response to pumping RNM-1 was obtained in RNM-2S, however. The drawdown

response at RNM-2S to pumping RNM-1 at an average rate of about 136 m3 per day

(Fig. 12) was analyzed to yield estimates of the transmissivity and hydraulic

conductivity of the alluvium beneath the Cambric chimney. The drawdown data

corresponding to the last 100 minutes of pumping fall along a straight line on

the semilogarithmic drawdown response curve. These data were treated according

to the modified Theis nonequilibrium methodg to yield estimates of 46 m2/day for

the transmissivity and 3 m/day for the hydraulic conductivity of the alluvium.

The effective thickness of the tested alluvium is assumed to be 15.5 m, based on
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Fig. 12. Drawdown response in RNM-2S to pumping RNM-1, Zone I, at 136 m3/day.
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the length of open hole below the casing. Application of the Theis method in

this instance is intended only as a vehicle by which to obtain an order-of-

magnitude estimate of transmissivity and hydraulic conductivity. The actual

conditions during the pumping of RNM-1 and observation of drawdown at RNM-2S

almost certainly do not correspond to the model on which the Theis method is

based.

c. Zone II - Within Lower Cavity Region

After completion of water sampling from Zone I, a packer was set inside the

casing in RNM-1 at a vertical depth of 347.6 m, thus sealing off Zone I. The

inside of the casing above the packer was rinsed with uncontaminated water tagged

with LiCl, and the casing in Zone II was perforated with shaped explosive charges

in the interval from 300.4-m to 303.9-m vertical depth. Two water samples were

taken with the wireline sampler, one each from 299.O-m and 302.1-m vertical

depths. Water was then removed from Zone II using a submersible pump. The

inflow rate through perforations in Zone II was less than the minimum pump

discharge rate; hence, Zone II was pumped and sampled intermittently over a

period of several months, during which a total of 21.8 m3 of water was removed

from the zone. Sampling from Zone II was believed important because the perfora-

ted interval was within the lower portion of the Cambric cavity.

Upon completion of pumping water from Zone II, two samples were retrieved

using the wireline sampler. The water level in RNM-1 was then depressed using

air pressure. When the water level had stabilized, air pressure was suddenly

released and recovery of the water level was measured. The water-level recovery

lis a function of time was treated as a “slug withdrawal test”.
10,11 The casing

in Zone II was reperforated and the well was surged by applying and releasing air

pressure at the casing head in several cycles. A second slug withdrawal test was

performed. The water-level recovery in this test is depicted in Fig. 13 where

the observations are plotted. Analysis of the recovery data showed the apparent

transmissivity in Zone II to be 0.57 m2/day. Assuming the effective thickness of

material adjacent to Zone II to be 3.7 m, the length of perforated casing, the

apparent hydraulic conductivity in the zone is 0.15 m/day.

Because reperforation and surging of Zone II resulted in only a twofold

increase in apparent transmissivity, it was decided to pump from the zone no

further.
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Fig. 13. Water level recovery in RNM-1 after slug withdrawal from Zone II.

D. Zone III - Within Upper Cavity Region

After completion of water sampling from Zone II, a packer was set inside the

well casing at 296.O-m vertical depth, sealing off Zone II. Attempts were made

to rinse the inside of the casing with uncontaminated water, but the effort was

abandoned because of operational difficulties. The casing in Zone III was per-

forated in the intervals from 286.4-m to 289.4-m and 292.2-m to 295.2-m vertical

depths. The well was surged by applying and releasing air pressure at the casing-

head in several cycles. Water-level recovery following the final casing pres-

surization was measured.

Reperforation and surging

Zone III.

Water-level recovery

The zone was then reperforated and surged again.

had little effect on the apparent transmissivity of

from air pressurization of the casing following the

initial perforation in Zone III is shown in Fig. 14. Analysis of the recovery

data revealed the apparent transmissivity in Zone III to be 1.46 m2/day. As-

suming the effective thickness of material adjacent to Zone III to be 6.5 m, the

apparent hydraulic conductivity in the zone is 0.22 m/day.

After perforating and surging Zone III, water samples were retrieved using

the wireline sampler. The submersible pump was installed and 18.9 m3 of water

was pumped from Zone III within a day. Water samples of the pumped discharge

were obtained. Subsequent to pumping from Zone III, two water samples were ob-

tained from 290.8-m vertical depth with the wireline sampler.
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Fig. 14. Water level recovery in RNM-1 after slug withdrawal from Zone III,

E. Zone IV - Chimney

Upon completion of water sampling from Zone III, a packer was set inside the

casing at 282.7-m vertical depth, sealing off Zone III. The inside of the casing

was rinsed with uncontaminated water and perforated in the intervals from 272.9 m-

to 275.7-m and 278.1-m to 280.9-m vertical depth. A water sample was retrieved

from 278.1-m vertical depth using the wireline sampler. The well was surged with

air pressure. Very slow water-level recovery was measured and the zone was

reperforated in the interval from 278.1-m to 280.9-m vertical depth. Again the

well was surged with air pressure with very slow water-level recovery following

pressurization. Alluvial material apparently had intruded into the casing

through the perforations. The material was circulated out of Zone IV by pumping

LiC1-tagged water down tubing which had been lowered into the well. Finally, the

submersible pump was installed in

pumped and sampled within a day.

vertical depth using the wireline

F. Zone V - Adjacent to Chimney

Zone IV and a total of 45.7 ms of water was

Two water samples were retrieved from 276.7-m

sampler.

The last internal casing packer was set at 267.5-m

off Zone IV. The inside of the casing was rinsed twice

and perforated in the intervals from 258.8-m to 261.1-m

vertical depths. The well was surged with air pressure

30
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were obtained from 259.9-m vertical depth using the wireline sampler.

mersible pump was installed in Zone V and 18.6 m3 of water was pumped

The sub-

from the

zone, and sampled, within a period of two days. Following the pumping operation,

two more water samples were obtained from the zone with the wireline sampler.

G. Comments on Hydraulic Characteristics of Material in Zones II and III

Zone II was perforated in the region of highest y-activity, according to the

y-log of RNM-1 shown in Fig. 10. This region is thought to contain the

greatest accumulation of solidified melt resulting from the Cambric explosion.

The lower portion of the region is believed to be the lower cavity boundary.

Zone III was perforated above the lower cavity boundary in a region of lower, but

substantial y-activity as shown by the log. Perhaps the somewhat lower hydraulic

conductivity in Zone II (0.15 m/day), compared with that in Zone III (0.22 m/day),

is a consequence of the greater concentration of solidified melt in Zone II, the

greater compaction of material in the bottom of the cavity, and the proximity of

Zone II to the zone of compaction outside the lower hemisphere of the cavity.

v. CHEMICALAND RADIOCHEMICAL ANALYSES

A. Introduction

Radiochemical analyses were performed on a variety of core and water samples

in order to determine the distribution and identity of radionuclides in and

around the original Cambric detonation point. Major objectives included measure-

ment of the radionuclide content of water from the Cambric cavity and chimney

regions below the water table in order to determine the potential source term for

migration in the water and estimation of the partition of the various radio-

nuclides between the water and solid material.

Although measurements of fluid level indicated complete infill of the

cavity-chimney region to the preshot static water level of about 221 m, the

question of whether the chimney extended above the water table remains. The

vertical extent and radius of the chimney shown in Figs. 8 and 9 are schematic

only. There is very little experience with tests of this yield buried in satu-

rated alluvium. Existing data for chimney height, measured from the detonation

point, have been plotted as a function of cavity radius (see Ref. 1, p. 79).

From this plot a chimney height of about 90 m in dry alluvium,or 32 m in tuff,

granite, dolomite, or sandstone-shale, can be estimated for a cavity radius of

11 m. However, the,plot in Ref. 1 shows chimney heights of 23 m and 75 m for two
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different nuclear explosions in dry alluvium, both having cavity radii of 9 m.

Although estimates of the extent of the chimney can be seen to be somewhat un-

certain, a maximum value would seem to be about 90 m above the detonation point

of 294 m, or about 204 m below land surface. Even if the chimney did extend

above the water table for 15 to 20 m as this maximum estimate indicates, it seems

unlikely that a significant fraction of the steam or volatile radioactive species

from the relatively small cavity volume would penetrate through the 60 m of

saturated alluvium above the top of the cavity. The formation of extensive

fractures or fissures through which volatile radionuclides could escape would not

be expected in the collapsing alluvium. Assuming some very small fraction of the

volatile radionuclides were deposited in the alluvium above the water table,

these nuclides still would not constitute a potential source term for migration

in ground water until they were transported into the aquifer. Radionuclide

movement via surface water drainage appears remote as the potential evaporation

rate greatly exceeds the annual precipitation rate of only 150 mm (see Section II

B), and the top of the chimney is more than 200 m below ground surface.

B. Chemical Analyses

The pH and conductivity of water pumped f]

in the field by standard methods. Rather comp”

pumped water samples were also made to help in

tent with water characteristics and to see if

water varied from zone to zone. The Li and Ca

om the various zones were measured

ete chemical analyses of the

correlation of radionuclide con-

the chemical composition of the

contents were measured at the

various laboratories by atomic absorption techniques. Chemical analyses of the

-water were made by the USGS and the results of these analyses are given in Appen-

dix B. Representative analyses for water from each of the five zones and for

nearby wells are g~ven in Table II. (See Table I, Section IV for a summary of

the position of the zones and the pumping history. ) As discussed in Section III,

fluids added during drilling and completion of RNM-1 were tagged with 20 ppm of

Li, and the Li concentration of the water samples was used as an indication of

the degree of contamination from added fluids.

The A-series water samples were pumped from Zone I and showed <0.05 ppm Li,

indicating little contamination from drilling fluids. The Ca content was x15

ppm and the pH was nearly constant at 8.1.

The B-series samples were taken from Zone II, the bottom cavity region, and

represented only about 1.86 m3 of pumped water. They showed higher Li and Ca
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TABLE II

ANALYSES OF REPRESENTATIVEWATER SAMPLES PUMPED FROM RNM-1

Sample Pump i ng
Zone Series Dates

I A 7-10-74

(below puddle)

II B 9-5,6-74

(bottom cavity) c 11-5-74 to
1-31-75

III D 4-29-75

(top cavity)

Iv E 8-7,8-75

(chimney)

v F 8-13,14-75

(adjacent to chimney)

VolUme
Pumped

J!&

=53

1.86

21.8

18.9

45.7

18.6

Conductivity
(vrnhos/cm) _PL-

= 420 8.1

=2000 11

=1 000 8.3

=110D 7.2

=1100 7.0-7.1

= 670 7.3-7.5

&
=15

=150

=50

=70

=90

=50

_dJh-
SO005

3-7

0.4

0.2

=1.5

0.3-0.4

Oepth (m)

Well 5A 238 m 6-4-64 -- 687 8.2 3 0.01

Well 58 230 m 3-25-71 -- 482 7.9 7 0.04

Well 5C 314 m 3-22-71 -. 547 8.1 1 -=0.01

Hole UE5C -- 3-23-71 -- 428 7.8 9 0.01

values than Zone I. These high Ca contents and the high pH (s11) and conduc-

tivity (x2000 umho/cm) values seemed to indicate some dissolution of the large

amount of cement pumped into the hole and annular space between the casing and

drilled hole during drilling and casing operations. Because

dicated that representative ground-water samples had not yet

pumping of Zone II was resumed some 2 months later (C-series

pumping 7.5 m3 of water, the pH dropped to 8.9 and the Ca to

pumping about 15 m3, the values stabilized at pH = 8 to8.5,

at Ca ~50 ppmo

these analyses in-

been obtained,

samples). After

64 ppm. After

at Li s0.4 ppm, and

The D-series samples were taken in Zone III, the upper cavity region. The

Li content dropped to less

from this zone, but the Ca

than 0.4 ppm and the pH to 7.2 after pumping 6.4 m3

content remained between 60 and 75 ppm.
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The E-series samples were pumped from Zone IV, the chimney region. The

initial Li content of 11 ppm dropped to 3 ppm or less after pumping s15 m3, but

seemed to level off at 1.5 ppm even after 40 m3 of water had been removed. The

Ca content remained in the 90-to 95-ppm range, and the pH was 7.0 to 7.1.

The F-series samples were taken in Zone V, adjacent to the chimney region,

and showed Li contents of 0.5 ppm or less after pumping only 3.8 m3. The Ca

content was about 50 ppm and the pH was 7.3 to 7.5.

The Ca contents of the water samples pumped from RNM-1 seemed to be gene-

rally higher than those for water from other wells in the area (Table II),

perhaps again reflecting some effect from the cement used in the drilling and

casing operations. The pH in Zones III, IV, and V was somewhat lower than in

Zones I and II and water wells 5A, 5B, and 5C.

co Radiochemical Analyses and Results

Three types of samples were obtained for radiochemical analyses: 1) Side-

wall cores taken during re-entry to the Cambric site; 2) “Pressurized” water

samples retrieved before and after pumping each of the zones as described in

Section IV and Appendix A; 3) Pumped water samples removed in each zone by means

of a submersible pump as described in Section IV and Appendix A.

1. Sidewall Cores.

A total of 67 sidewall core samples was taken as described in detail in the

chronological history given in Appendix A. They were numbered in order of re-

covery and their positions are shown schematically in Figs. 8 and 9. The sam-

pling positions are indicated in Fig. 10 on the y-intensity log taken after

completion of re-entry drilling. The original Cambric emplacement depth was

294 m and from the y-log the cavity radius was calculated to be 10.9 m (Section

III). All of the core samples, their depths, and subsequent treatment are listed

in Table III.

Duplicate or triplicate samples were taken at most depths. One of the cores

at each depth (in its coreshoe) was immediately placed in a gas-tight, nitrogen-

flushed, stainless steel container. These cores were shipped to LASL for analy-

ses of 85Kr, HT, and HTO, and for y-spectral analyses of representative dried and

ground core material. Complete procedures are given in Appendix C. The other

samples (in their coreshoes) were sealed in water-tight plastic bags for shipment

to LLL and LASL for y-spectral and radiochemical analyses of the cores and con-

tained fluid.
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TABLE III

SUMMARY OF CORE SAMPLES, TREATMENT, AND 137CS CONTENT

Core
Sample No.

Deptha
(m)

lb,2

3 ,4b

5
~b

25,26b

22,23e,24b

21b

2oe

19
,6 ,7b lee

,3’14b’15e

,o’llb’12e

,’8b ~e

~7’28L ~9e

~o’31b’32e

~3f’34b’35e

~5’66b’67e

&7b’38

62 ~3b’64e

59’60b’61e

~6’57!&e

~2e ~3 54b ~5e

~9~ sib s~e
9s

48

47

44f4~5b

41,42;,43e
Bgf aob

s

34.1 (36.6)

51.0 (54.9)

67.8 (73.2)

73.4 (79.2)

84.4 (91.4)

103.6 (112.8)

118.9 (129.8)

124.0 (135.6)

126.7 (13B.7)

153.5 (167.9)

171.3 (187.1)

188.7 (205.7)

206.4 (224.6)

224.6 (243.8)

241.8 (262.1)

256.2 (277.4)

266.0 (287.7)

273.6 (295.7)

281.4 (303.9)

292.1 (315.2)

297.9 (321.3)

298.2 (321.6)

298.5 (321.9)

299.1 (322.5)

299.6 (323.1)

311.2 (335.3)

319.9 (344.4)

331.5 (356,6)

‘37CS
dpm/g at to

n.d.c

n.d.

n.a.d

n.a.

13

13

13

n.a.

n.a.

9

9

13

n.a.

9

9

40

4.9 X102

6.3 X 103

2.1 x 103

1.3 x 103

5.5 x 103

1.8 X 104

2.4 X 104

n.a.

n.a.

n.a.

75

9

13

aAll depths are true vertical depths measured from ground level. The
depths measured from ground level reference along the non-vertical
path followed by the borehole are given in parentheses.

bThese cores were placed immediately in nitrogen-flushed, gas-tight,
stainless steel containers for subsequent gas analysis at LASL.

cNot detected.

‘Not analyzed.

‘These cores were sent to LLL; all others went to LASL.

‘Half of each sample was later sent to LLL for lithologic description.
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Results of the
85

Kr, HT, and HTO analyses of water removed from the cores

are given in Table IV. The water from cores taken in the original postshot

sampling hole between 34 and 120 m appears to be contaminated with T. This

contamination probably occurred during the initial postshot drilling operation

some ten years ago. Cores taken between 154 and 242 m showed very low T levels.

Because the re-entry hole was slant drilled from a point about 120 m north of the

Cambric detonation point rather than vertically from directly above, neither the

distribution of radioactivity directly above, nor the height of the chimney, could

be determined from measurements of the material obtained by core sampling. The

first radioactivity was detected on the y-log (Fig. 10) at a vertical depth of

about 245 m, which might signal entrance of the drill hole into the chimney. The

first definite indication of radioactivity in the cores was found in core 34,

taken at a vertical depth of 256 m. These results indicate that the chimney

radius may be somewhat larger than the 11 m shown in Fig. 9. Cores taken below

this depth show increasing levels of activity. Although they are considered to

be volatile species and are found outside the cavity region, by far the highest

levels ofT and 85Kr were found in core 57 taken at 292 m and in cores 50 and 54

which were taken at 298 m, near the bottom of the cavity. No cores were obtained

between 298 m and the estimated cavity bottom at 305 m, and they might have been

expected to have shown somewhat higher levels of activity. Cores removed 6 m and

15 m below the bottom of the cavity showed levels of T and 85Kr activity as low

as those taken 27 m or more above the top of the cavity, illustrating the rather

abrupt drop in radioactivity below the cavity. These very low levels also show

that very little radioactivity has moved below the bottom of the cavity, even ten

years after the test.

The measured HT/HTO values are also given in Table IV. In the active region

from within the puddle up to about 265 m, only 0.01% to 0.1% of the Tactivity is

in the form of HT (or CH3T). This is consistent with the value of 0.07% which

can be estimated for an NTS test of this yield under standard emplacement condi-

tions’2, assuming the density of the alluvium is 2.0 g/cm3 and the water content

is 15% by weight. It is assumed that there are no significant concentrations of

T in other species, and that, therefore, 99.9% or more of the T is incorporated

in the water.

The observed 85Kr/Tatom ratios (Table IV) are in the range of (0.4 - 5.0) x

10-4 while the calculated value is 1.2 x 10-4 for Cambric. Although the measured

values show considerable scatter, there is no real indication that the 85Kr and
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TABLE IV

RESULTS OF 8’Kr, HT, ANO HTO AllALYSES OF CORESAMPLES

Core
~

1
4

6

26

24

21

17

J4

11

8

28

31

34

66

37

63

60

57

54

50

45

42

40

Vertical
Depth

J!!!)--

34.1

51.0

73.4

84.4

103.6

118.9

153.5

171.3

18B.7

206.4

224.6

241.8

256.2

266.0

273.6

273.6

281.4

292.1

297.9

298.2

311.2

319.9

331.5

.—.

Dry

k

158

426

256

520

1140

1010

682

643

694

371

682

630

741

895

781

563

5B4

370

950

385

3t?4

486

H20

I!@_l

10.5

28.5

19.0

136

181

142

74

147

139

98

139

153

157

278

160

200

190

185

262

157

154

180

HTOa
at to

(uCi/ml)

6.56 X 10-2

8.72 X 10-2

9.43 x 10-2

1.52 X 10-2

4.91 x 10-3

5.&9 x 10-3

1.55 x 10-4

7-.42y.10-4

2.18 X 10-5

5.36 X 10-6

5.B7 X 10-6

1.28 x 10-5

1.78 X 10-4

9.31 x 10-3

4.04 x 10-2

1.54 x 10-2

1.48 X 10-’

2.02

4.33

2.95

3.25 X 10-4

1.76 X 10-4

HT/HTO

8.29 X 10-4

8.91 X 10-5

1.19 x 10-4

3.05 x 10-4

2.33 X 10-4

1.10x 10-3

1.$4 x 10-2

1.60 X 10-2

6.59 x 10-2

8.47 x 10-’

2.43 x 10-1

2.01 x 10-’

5.52 x 10-3

6.01 X 10-4

6.52 X 10-4

1.14 x 10-3

2.50 X 10-4

1.43 x 10-4

7.82 X 10-5

8.19 X 10-5

5.23 X 10-2

7.86 X 10-2

L
1.2

2.8

3.0

1.2

2.9

0.8

2.7

2.1

3.0

1.5

3.0

1.4

3.8

@.6

0.3

0.3

0.2

0.1

0.1

0.1

0.4

0.2

E Atoms at tfi

T 85Kr

@@i

1.42

5.13

3.70

4.27

1.83

1.73

0.024

0.073

0.006

0.001

0.002

0.004

0.058

5.34

13.3

6.36

58.1

772.

2343.

956.

0.103

0.065

1013 260 3.25 X 10-3 2.54 X 10-3 0.5 1.75

Bg

Bg

Bg

Bg

Bg

8g

ilg

Bg

. 6g

8g

Bg

Bg

0.036

1.45

4.41

2.64

2.82

36.2

335

161

0.044

0.019

0.260

---
---
---
---
---
---
---
---
---
---
---
---

5.17

2.25

2.74

3.44

0.405

0.396

1.19

1.40

3.36
2.23

1.24

aThe standard deviations for these counting data are : 1% except for cores 8 and 10 where
they are 2%.

b
u is the standard deviation for the counting data and is ~ 1% unless otherwise stated.

c~ is the ratio of observed to calculated atom ratios for 85Kr to T at to.

*All entries have been multiplied by the factor in parentheses. Oivide each entry by
this factor to get the actual value.

HTO have separated. Thus,it appears that most of the 85Kr as well as the T is

associated with the water.

Gamma-spectral analyses were made of representative 7-g samples, taken after

grinding the cores from which the water and gases had been removed. Represen-

tative samples of ground, dried, longitudinal core slices were analyzed at LLL.

Only 137CS activity was detected in the y-spectra of cores taken outside the

estimated original cavity region of 283 to 305 m. The specific activity of ‘37CS

in these samples is reported in Table III. The fission products 106Ru, 125Sb,

144Ce, 155Eu, the neutron activation products 54Mn, 60Co, 134CS, 152Eu,
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154Eu, and 239Pu and 241Am were detected only in cores taken from the cavity

region. (See Appendix D-VI for complete results. )

The material from cores 38 and 48, which had been stored in plastic con-

tainers to retain water, was removed from the core shoes, weighed and thoroughly

mixed with a measured volume (150 to 200 ml) of distilled water. After equili-

bration overnight, the mixture was filtered on 0.5-11Nuclepore filters, and

radiochemical and y-spectral analyses of the water were performed. The results

of T analyses, corrected for dilution from

TABLEV

TRITIUMRESULTSFOR WATER

Vertical H20

Core !@lJ!!l Original

the added water,

REMOVEDFROM CORES

(ml) T at

are shown in Table V.

toa

added (pCi/mi)b

33 256.2 49 150 1.48 X 10-2

38 273.6 130 200 4.19X 10-2

48 298.5 105 205 3.01

44 311.2 26 150 5.45 x 10-2

39 331.5 40 150 5.08 X 10-2

aCorrected to specific activity of original volumeof water.

bStandard deviations of counting data are all s0.1%.

Most of the values agree with the results shown in Table IV for water removed

from other cores taken at similar depths and placed immediately in gas-tight

containers.

The dried, solid material from cores 38, 48, and 53 was visually graded into

several fractions: material which had been altered by the nuclear explosion, and

is presumably refractory, i.e.,black, glassy, or fused in appearance; fine,

apparently unaltered material; and coarser, unaltered material. No fused mate-

rial could be picked out from core 38 which was taken from the chimney region.

The material from these fractions was pulverized, and representative 7-g samples

during the dissolving procedure. The results of y-spectral analyses

‘37CS , 144Ce, and 155Eu, and radiochemical anal.vses for ‘OSr, 147Pm,

of each were completely dissolved according to the usual LASL dissoll

dure (Ref. 13, p. 261). The 106Ru and perhaps some of the 125Sb WOU-

ing proce-

d be lost

for 125Sb,

239Pu, and

24’Am in these fractions are given in Table VI. (The ‘OSr procedure is outlined
I
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TABLE VI

ACTIVITY DISTRIBUTIONS FROM ANALYSES OF OISSOLVEO SAMPLES FROM CORES 38, 53, ANO 48

Activity at t,,(dpm/g)

Core Fraction ‘OSr 125Sb ‘ 37CS 144Ce ‘47Pm 155Eu 239PU
241h

38 Coarse sand 4.3X102 n.a.c 3.4X103 1.10X105 2.5 n.a. 3.6 n.a.

273.6 m (1.zxloz)a (9.4X102) (3.1X104) (0.69) (1.0)

(chimney) Fines 5.5X102 n.a. 5.3X103 1.20X10s 0.6 n.a. 6.9 n.a.

(8.OX1O’) (7.7X102) (1.7X104) (0.09) (1.0)

cold “native” 1.Oxl04 7.9X103 4.Oxl03 n.d.
d n.a. 3.9X103 3.Bx104 4.4X103

(0.26) (0.21) (0.11) (0.10) (1.00) (0.12)

53 Fines 2.2X103 3.9X104 1.5X104 n.d. n.a. 1. 5X104 1.4X105 1. 9X104

297.9 m (0.016) (0.28) (0.11) (0.11) (1.00) (0.14)

(high puddle) Fused 7.7X104 n.d. 6.9x104 1.40X107 4.5X106 1.7X105 1.5X106 2.Oxl05

(0.051 ) (0.046) (9.3) (3.0) (0.11) (1.00) (0.13)

cold “native? 3.1X103 n.d. 3.8x103 n.d. n.a. n.d. 2.6x102 n.d.

48 (12) (1s) (1.00)

298.5 m Fused 6.1x104 7.6x104 5. 3X104
(high puddle)

1.18x107 3. 6x106 1.3X105 1.2X106 1. 7X105

(0.051) (0.063) (0.044) (9.8) (3.0) (0.11) (1.00) (0.14)

‘Ax/APu)!alc 0.223 0.213 0.649 14.1 2.45 0.134 1.00 . ..-.

aValues in parentheses are the activity ratios for the indicated nuclides relative to the
239Pu in the sample.

b(Ax’APu)calc is the ratio calculated for Cambric from values given in Table VII.

Cn. a. = not analyzed for this nucllde.

dn.d. = not detected.

in Appendix C-IV, and other radiochemical procedures are given in Ref. 13.) The

highest specific activities for all nuclides were found in the fused material

removed from cores 48 and 53 which came from the lower cavity region, but signi-

ficant levels of ‘OSr, 137Cs, and 144
Ce were also found in the rubble or appar-

ently unfused material from these cores and chimney core 38. Activity ratios

were calculated relative to 239Pu which is refractory, i.e., its boiling point is

high enough so that it has condensed out of the vapor phase by the time of cavity

collapse and is normally retainedl in the puddle at the bottom of the explosion

cavity. A comparison with the postshot ratios calculated 14 for Cambric (Table VII)
shows that ‘OSr and ‘37CS are highly depleted in the fused material, but that

these nuclides are highly enriched relative to 239Pu in the unfused material from

cores 48 and 53 and in the material from chimney core 38. The rati,os shown in

Table VI indicate that only about 7% of the 137CS and 23% of the ‘OSr relative to

239Pu remain in the fused material. However, they are greatly enriched in the

rubble from the cavity as well as chimney regions. Thus, although only a small
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TABLE VII

RATIOS FOR RNM-1 SOURCE AT to (5-14-65)

Nuclide

T

85Kr “

‘OSr ,

1‘6Ru

125Sb

‘37CS

144Ce

147Pm

155Eu

238U

‘sgPu

241h

TI/2
(years)

12.26

10.74

28.9

1.010

2.77

30.0

0,779

2.62

5.00

4.5 x 109

2.44 X 104

4.2 X 102

(Nx/NT)a

1.00

1.22 X10-4

1.66 x 10-3

3.68 X 10-3

1.52 X 10-4

5.03 x 10-3

2.84 X 10-3

1.65 X10-3

1.73 x 10-4

1.78 X 102

6.28

=2.5 X 10-2

(Ax/AT)b
1.00

1.38 X 10-4

7.05 x 10-4

4.46 X 10-2

6.73 X 10-4

2.05 X10-3

4.47 x 10-2

7.74 x 10-3

4.24 X 10-4

4.9 x 10-7

3.16 X 10-3

=7.7 X10-4

aThis is the atom ratio of the indicated nuclide to the post-

detonation tritiumof =6.3 g or 1.25 x 1024 atoms. The atoms

of fission-product nuclides were calculated using a total

yield ofx1023 fissions for Cambric and the cumulative fission

yields given in Meek and Rider, Ref. 14.

bThis is the ratio of the disintegration rate for each nuclide

relative to tritium calculated from the indicated half lives.

fraction of the ‘OSr and 137 Cs remained in the fused material from the cavity,

the remainder seems to have condensed and been contained on rubble in the cavity

or lower chimney (Table III). The 147Pm, 155Eu, and 241Am seem to stay with
239

Pu as expected.

A summary of data from y-spectral analyses of the 7-g samples and ofy-

spectral and radiochemical analyses of the graded, dissolved samples is given in

Table VIII. Ratios of the various activities were calculated relative to 155Eu

because it was measured in both types of samples and is believed to be relatively

refractory. Comparison of these ratios with the unfractionated ratios for

Cambric show that 106Ru and 137CS are severely depleted in cores taken from below
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Vertical
Depth (nI)a Core

TABLE VIII

ACTIVITY RATIOS IN SELECTED CORES FORVARICUSNIJCLIIIES RELATIVE TO

292.1 57b

297.9 53 - “native,,e

53 - finese

53 - fusede

297.9 54b

298.2 5ob

298.5 48 - fusede

311.2 45b

60co 1‘6Ru 125Sb ‘37CS 144Ce 152Eu
—— —— __

0.75 n.d.
c 2.5 45.8 n.d. n.d.

0.48 n.a. 2.0 1.0 n.d. n.d.

0.73 n.a. 2.5 0.97 n.d. 0.030
0.63 n.a. n.d. 0.41 82.1 0.016

0,89 32.8 2.1 0.67 87.6 0.020

0.72 27.6 2.0 0.66 99.4 0.023

0.72 n.a. 0.59 0.41 91.7 0.033

n.d. n.d. n.d. 0.68 n.d. n.d.

155Eu

154Eu

0.58

n.d.

n.d.

0.018

0.027

0.028

0.033

n.d.

239PU 241k

——

n.a. d n.a.

9.1 1.12

9.2 1.25

9.8 1.23

n.a. n.a.

n.a. “n.a.

9.0 1.30

n.a. n.a.

@x/Al 55Eu):a,~
--- 105 1.59 4.83 105 --- --- 7.45 ---

a80ttom of Puddle e~timated from ~-log to be 305 m and cavity radius estimated to be log ‘. Original cavity then
extended from about 283 to 305 m.

bRepresentative 7-g samples of the ground core were analyzed by y-spectroscopy.

Cn. d. = not detected.

dn.a. = not analyzed for this nuclide.

‘Samples were dissolved prior to y-spectral or radiochemical analysis.

‘Ax’? 55EU calculated for Cambric from values in Table VII.

the original emplacement depth of 294 m. 125Sb seems to be depleted in the fused

material only, as though it were volatilized out of the melt but then deposited on

The 239Pu and 241Am ratios are relatively constantnearby, unaltered alluvium.

as might be expected for non-volatile species. The 239Pu values are all higher

than the calculated value, possibly indicating some depletion of 155Eu in the
144

cavity region. Ce is also somewhat depleted in these cores and is enriched

in chimney core 38 (Table VI) as are ‘OSr and 137CS. Presumably, they are in the

chimney as a consequence of the movement of their rare gas or alkali metal pre-

cursors.

As mentioned earlier, the water removed from cores 38 and 48 was analyzed

radiochemically for ‘OSr and 239Pu and by y-spectrometry for other nuclides.

The results of these analyses are given in Table IX. Effective distribution

coefficients were estimated according to the expression,

(dpm/g soil)
‘d =

(dpm/ml H20) “
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TABLE IX

ANALYSES OF WATER FROM CORES 38 AND 48

Activity at to

(dpm/ml H20)
Vertical

Core ~ ‘OSr ‘37CS 239PU

38 273.6 n.d.a 0.4 <10-3

(20%)b

48 298.5 2.22 <4 6.2x10-3

(lo%)b (20%)b

an.d.= not detected.

bStandard deviation of counting data.

It was hoped that the Kd’s for core 38 from the chimney could then be compared

with those for core 48, taken from the high puddle region. However, due to the

long decay period the sensitivity for many shorter lived species was very low,

and the specific activity of core 38 was too low to detect many of the longer

lived activities. Kd’S fOY ‘37(3 and 239 Pu of~104 and Z5 x 103, respectively,

were estimated for core 38. The KA’s for ‘OSr, 137CS, and 239PU of=lo4, 2 104,
u

andNIOd, respectively, which were estimated for core 48, are consistent with the

results for core 38.

2. Pumped Water Samples

Water samples were pumped from each zone after perforation and cleaning as

outlined in Appendix A and Section IV. The perforated intervals, volume of water

pumped, and sample designations are given in Table I, Section IV.

The 53 m3 of water pumped from Zone I, some 50 m below the cavity region,

showed no T activity above background. The Li content indicated negligible

dilution with drilling fluids.

The B-series water samples were pumped from Zone II, the lower cavity re-

gion. Because of the low inflow rate, only 1.86 m3 of water was removed. A

portion of each sample was filtered through a 1-P Nuclepore filter in the field,

and some samples were made 0.1 ~ in HC1 prior to filtration in order to see if

these variables affected the results of subsequent radiochemical and y-spectral

analyses perfomed at LLL and LASL. The amount of y-activity on the filters was
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found to be a small fraction of that in the water, and no significant difference

in y- or T analyses between acidified and non-acidified samples could be found.

(See Appendix D-VII A.) Comparison ofLASL results to LLL results forT gave an

overall ratio of 0.998 for the filtered samples, indicating no bias between the

analyses at the two laboratories. Because the Li content had not dropped below

3 ppm, further pumping seemed necessary to reduce the dilution from drilling

fluids, and pumping was resumed some two months later. The C-series samples were

pumped intermittently over a period of several months until a total of 21.8 m3 of

water was removed and the Li content had dropped to 0.4 ppm. The zone was then

reperforated, but because the transmissivity increased by only a factor of two,

pumping in this zone was not resumed.

The results of y-spectral, T, and 90Sr radiochemical analyses of the B-and

C-series samples from Zone II are plotted in Fig. 15. Complete results are

tabulated in Appendix D and methods of analysis are given in Appendix C. Only

106Ru, 125Sb, and 137Cs could be detected in the y-spectra. After pumping 3.8 m3,

the various activity levels seemed to stabilize , although some fluctuations were

still observed. Results for 125Sb were rather erratic, but the agreement between

LLL and LASL analyses was satisfactory.

The results for y-spectral, T, and
90Sr analyses for the D-series samples

(Zone III) are shown in Fig. 16. The Tand ‘OSr levels remained quite constant

after pumping 2 m3 of water, but the 106Ru and 137Cs levels continued to decrease

until 6 to 8 m3 of water had been pumped. The 125Sb actually showed a slight

increase with volume of water pumped.

Radiochemical analyses for 144Ce, 147Pm, and 239Pu were also performed on

selected B-, C- , and D-series samples. The observed activity ratios in the water

for these nuclides relative to T were compared with the calculated ratios for

Cambric. Assuming that essentially all the T is present as HTO (see Tables IV

and X) and is contained below the water table, a “depletion” factor for each

nuclide relative to T in the water was calculated by dividing the measured ratio

to T by the calculated ratio for Cambric given in Table VII. The inverse of this

can be regarded as the retention factor for a given nuclide on the solid debris

and will be denoted by Ed. These experimentally determined Ed’s for several

nuclides are given in Table XI.

A rather constant level of T activity was obtained from Zone IV after pump-

ing about 6 m3 of water and from Zone V after about 1 m3. (See Fig. 17.) Only
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Fig. 15. Analyses of B- and C-series
water samples, Zone II.

PI

‘37CS

VOLUME PUMPED (m3)

Fig. 16. Analyses of D-series water
samples, Zone III.
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5/9/74 Attempted to fill 14-cm casing with LiC1-tagged water. 2.9 m3 should

have filled casing. Pumped in 5.1 m3 of water with no sign of liquid

level rise in casing. Apparently there was no cement between the up-

per float collar and the casing shoe or the cement was channeled. It

was decided to attempt to recement around the casing shoe prior to

drilling out of the casing.

It was calculated that a total of 715.4 mj of LiC1-tagged mud was left

in the hole as a result of drilling operations.

Ran back inside the 14-cm casing with the 6-cm Hydril tubing. Stabbed

into the receptacle in the casing float collar. Recemented the 14-cm

-through the 6-cm tubing with 2*1 m3 of cement slurry (neat
cement plus 3% CaC12). Used no wiper plugs but displaced cement with

water. Pulled tubing out of casing. Loaded 14-cm casing to the sur-

face with water.

Started in hole with 12-cm bit. Tagged top of cement inside 14-cm

casing at 310.9 m. Rigged up to drill out cement and deepened hole

below the casing using air and foam.

5/10/74 Drilled out cement inside 14-cm casinq. Drilled 12-cm hole to total

depth of 396.9 m. Cut foam pump off and blew hole for about 1 hour.

Obtained eight l/2-liter samples of the produced water. Pulled drill

pipe out of well.

Ran Birdwell fluid density log and casing collar log. Fluid level at

239.6 m.

Ran pressurized water sampler on wireline. Obtained two water sam-

ples at 385.6m (359.3

Welder tacked plate on

6/18/74 Assembled Reda submers

m) depth.

top of the 14-cm casing.

ble pump and started running it into well.

(291.~m) depth. Ran 15 minute pump test at6/20/74 Landed pump at 314.6 m

maximum flow rate of 152.6 ins/day.

7/10/74 Commenced pumping RNM-1 at rate of 130.8 to 152.6 m3/day at 0800.

Continued pumping from Zone I for about 8 hours. Water samples were

taken hourly. A total of about 53 m3 of water was pumped during this

sampling period. (Series A samples.)
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7/31/74

8/1/74

8/5/74

8/6/74

8/14/74

8/15/74

9/5/74

9/6/74

11/5/74

4/10/75

4/11/75

62

Pulled pump from RNM-1.

Birdwell ran natural gamma/collar locater log from 383.4 m to 243.8 m.

Ran and set drillable packer at 373.4m (347.6 m).

Hooked up air compressor and blew water out of casing. Loaded casing

with 1,6 m3 of LiC1-tagged water and blew casing dry. Repeated this

operation twice, then loaded casing with 0.79 m3 of LiC1-tagged water

prior to perforating.

Birdwell perforated casing in Zone II from 324.0 m to 327.7 m (300.4 m

to 303.9 m) with one shot per 30 cm. Took 2 pressurized water samples,

one each from 322.5 m and 325.8 m. (299.Om and 302.1 m) Started run-

ning pump back into well.

Continued running pump into well.

Landed pump at 314.6 m. Started pump and pumped down well in about 10

minutes. Took water samples of pumped discharge. Pumped 3.3 m3 of

untagged water down casing. This volume should have filled casing to

overflowing, but didn’t. Therefore the perforations are partly open.

Commenced pumping from perforations in Zone II at 0930. Pump minimum

capacity was greater than inflow rate through perforations, hence

Zone 11 was pumped and water samples were taken every two hours.

Continued pumping from Zone II every two hours. Water samples were

obtained at each pumping period. Suspended operations at 0900 after

pumping a total of only 1.86 m3 of water. (B series samples.)

Commenced pumping from Zone II once, and after 1/14/75, twice per day.

Water samples were taken at each pumping. Pumping from Zone II was

terminated on 1/31/75 after removal of a total of 21.8 m3 of water.

(C-series samples.)

Pulled pump from RNM-1. Obtained two pressurized water samples from

Zone II.

Depressed water level in RNM-1 with air pressure. Released air pres-

sure and measured water-level recovery.

Reperforated casing in Zone II from 324.0 m to 327.7 m (300.4 m to

303.9 m) with 10 charges.



4/12/75

4/25/75

4/26/75

4/29/75

Surged the well in three cycles using air pressure. Air pressure was

released suddenly following the final surging cycle and water-level

recovery was measured. Apparent transmissivity was about twice that

prior to reperforation. It was decided to sample water from Zone II

no further.

Set wireline drillable packer at 319.4 m (296.0 m). Blew water from

casing.

Birdwell tagged water at 318.8 m. Packer appears to have a good

seal. Added 1.28 m3 of LiC1-tagged water to casing. In the process

of attempting to blow wash water from casing, the tubing string was

dropped and damaged. Packer was not moved, but further casing wash-

ing attempts were suspended.

Birdwell ran casing collar locater and perforated Zone III in the in-

terval from 315.4 m to 318.5 m (292.2 m to 295.2 m) with 10 charges.

No change in water level after 25 minutes from time of perforating.

Perforated Zone III in the interval from 309.3 m to 312.4 m (286.4 m

to 289.4 m) with 10 charges. Water level rose 1 m in 50 minutes.

Surged the well in three cycles using air pressure. Air pressure was

released suddenly following the final surging cycle and water-level

recovery was measured. Analysis of the relatively rapid recovery re-

vealed an apparent transmissivity about three times greater than the

largest value measured in Zone II.

Reperforated Zone III in the intervals 309.3 m to 312.4 m (286.4 m to

289.4 m) and 315.4 m to 318.5 m (292.2 m to 295.2 m) with 22 charges.

Ran casing collar locator log to confirm perforations. Surged well

with air pressure. Released pressure and measured water-level re-

covery. Reperforation and surging had little effect on apparent

transmissivityo

Took one bailer sample of water. Took pressurized water samples.

Ran pump and landed it at 307.2 m (284.5 m).

Tested pump and metered 0.17 md of flow at surface.

mintermittently ~perforations in Zone III. Water samples
representative of a total of 18.9 m3 were obtained. (D-series samples).
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7/29/75

7/30/75

7/31/75

8/1/75

8/4/75

8/5/75

8/6/75

8/7/75

8/8/75

8/11/75
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Pulled pump. Obtained two pressurized water samples from 313.9 m

(290.8 m). Ran casing collar locator log. Set wireline drillable

packer at 304.8m (282.7 m).

Pressurized casing_to test packer. Water loss around packer was the

equivalent of 0.09 m3 per hour.

Rinsed inside of casing_twice with LiC1-tagged water. Perforated

casing in Zone IV in the intervals 300.5 m to 303.5 m (278.1 m to

280.9 m) and 295.0 m to 298.Om (272.9 m to 275.7 m) with 44 charges.

Obtained one pressurized water sample at 300.5 m. Surged well with

air pressure. Very slow water level recovery was measured following

pressurization with air.

Reperforated casing in Zone IV in the interval from 300.5 m to 303.5 m

(278.1 m to 280.9m) with 10 charges. A bridge of some kind developed

in the well. Reperforation of the interval 295.0 m to 298.0 m was not

possible.

Surged well with air pressure to clear perforations. No appreciable

water level recovery after surging.

Decided to circulate LiC1-tagged water in casing in order to clear

obstructions. Lowered tubing to 291.7 m and circulated down to

293.8 m. Lost circulation at 293.8 m and pumped in about 22.7 m3 in

lowering tubing from 293.8 m to 303.6 m.

Fluid level tagged at 239.6 m. Top of fill at 302.4 m. Ran caliper

and casing collar locator logs to ascertain condition of casing.

Casing seemed in qood condition to 301.8 m.

Lowered pump into well. Pump inlet at 282.9m (261.4 m). Pumped a

total of 45.7 m3 of water from Zone IV and obtained samples thereof.

E-series samples.)

Obtained two pressurized water samples from 299.Om (276.7 m). ~

wireline drillable packer at 289.3 m (267.5 m).

Tested packer with air pressure. Packer found to be sealing well.

Rinsed casing twice with LiC1-tagged water.



8/12/75 Perforated casing in Zone V in the intervals 285.9 m to 288.6 m

(264.3 mto266.8m) and 280.1 mto282.6m (258.8 mto261.l m)

with a total of 38 charges. Surged well with air pressure. Obtained

2 pressurized water samples from 281.3 m.

8/13/75 Lowered pump into well with inlet at 270.7 m. Started pumping water

and sampling from Zone V.

8/14/75 Completed pumping and sampling. Removed a total of 18.6 m3 of water

from Zone V. (F-series samples.)
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8/15/75 Pulled pump. Obtained two pressurized water samples. Packer at 289.3

m was drilled out and casing cleaned out to 304.8 m.


